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Naval Establishment. 


Report of the committee appointed on that part of the 
President’s Message which relatas to the JVaval 
Establishment, recommending an increase uf the 
Nuvy of the United States. 


The committee appointed on that part of the 
President’s Message which relates to the Naval 
Establishment—report in part: 

That in performance of the duty assigned them, 
the committee could not fail to advert to the re- 
port made at the last-session of congress on this 
sibject. Having adverted to it, they could not fuil, 
from the justness of its reasoning to reply on it, and 
pray that it may be taken as a part of their report.— 
The little experience as yet afforded us in naval 
warfare corroborates the principles there contended 
for, and in this view, they think themselves support- 
ed by that passage in the president’s message which 
says: “ Qur trade, with little exception, has reached 
our ports; having been much favored in it by the 
course pursued by a squadron of our frigates under 
the command of commodore Rodgers.” 


wor 


be 
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psuperiority of Great Britain, which sc cures her inte- 


grity and supports her dignity, is maintained at a 
cost much below the militaty establishments of the - 
continent. And it is with something like exultation, 
as republicans, that they present a species of nation- 
al force that, whilst it will best subserve the nation- 
al defence, can operate least on tle national liberty. 
It isa bright attribute in the history of the tar, that 
he has never destroyed the rights of ihe nation. In 
its defence only is he to be found. 
Thus aided by economy and fortified by republican 
principle, your committee think they ought strongly 
to recommend that the fostering care of the nation 
be extended to the naval establishment. It is far, 
very far from vour committec, to cxtend their views 
of a navy to the mad and wicked prospect of foreign 








conquest, or a silly contest to be mistress of the 
occan. Their view is limitted to their own defence, 
and to enforce respect to their just rights. To the 
objection that it is the nature of man to run ito ex- 
tremes, they answer, that it is the end, not the be- 
ginning, we should guard against. It is surely yield- 
ing much ef the argument to surrender all of the 





They therefore concurred in the opinion that it is 
proper to increase the naval establishment. For in- 
formation as to the mode of increase, they apphied 
to the navy department, and obtained the documents! 
Which they submit tothe house. The compuratiye| 
effect of vessels of different ratcs must be consider- 
ed as demonstrated by these documents. Yet w ere! 
your committee apprised, that in the complicated 
system of naval warfare no one principle could be re- 
lied on as applicable to all times and all occasions, 
but that a patient comparison of many principles 
was necessary to a just conclusion. , They were ap- 
prised that facility of movement should be combined 
with efficiency of force. Nor were they regardless of 
the benefit of occasional division. Inasmuch, how- 
ever, as great gain will sometimes follow from the! 
power to operate on many points at once, yet at 
others it may be all important to give unity to your 
force. To obtain the three things desired, it is es- 
sential your naval establishment coinprise ships of! 
different rates. 

It is evideat too from the documents, that you 
€conomise in men and money, by previding some of 
the larger ships. This conclusion, so well fortified 
byreason, is found in unison with the practice of all 
mations who have had the fiscal and other means 
of procuring a navy. Indeed it would seem almost 
the spontaneous effect of instinct without the aid of 
reason, to oppose like with like. To yield the ad- 
vantage of the sabre, the bayonet, or fire arms, to 
your enemy, would by all men be deemed miserable 
policy. Can reason change with the element? Let 
us then have for defence 76, 38 and 16 gun ships: 
because we are tooppose an enemhy possessing all 
these means of attack, and because thev combine 
all advaptages in naval warfare. It is not the inter- 
tion of your committee to put aside the gun-boats ; 
but they believe that considering the opportunity 
afforded them for action, that an ample portien of 
that species of force has been provided, Your com- 
mittee cannot conclude their report without bring- 


nee ~ 4 a of the houze the fact, that the naval 
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}Let it be impressed On every Ci 


subject that is good, and require submission to evil 
that good may come thereot. Rather separate the 
Wheat from the chaff, show the good and the bad. 
tizen, that to use 
force to protect and maintain the mghts and liberties 
of his couutry was his first duty; whilst it is the 
greatest of crimes to attack with force the rights of 
vlhers. Sa 

It can require no subtlety to enforce the distinc- 
tion between defence and offeiice. Neither can it re- 
quire argument to prove, that the first ought not to 
be abandoned as being more than life’s worth; though 
the other may be deprecated as the consummation of 
wickedness. Limitted to the view, of defence and 
protection, the committee dirceted their chairman 
to ask leave of the house to report a bill to increase 
the navy of the United States. 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTS. 
Navy Derarrment, 13th Wor. 1812. 

Srr—I have the honor of transmitting herewith, 
for the information of the comni:ttee of the house of 
representatives, of which you are the chairman, cer- 
tain pxpers marked-A, B. C. and D. 

From the-paper.s¥.it appears that a 76 gun ship 
mounting 86 guns, discharges in one round 3176 tbs. 
of canon ball; thata 44 gun frigate mounting 54 
guns, discharges in one round 1488 lbs. of. cannon 
ball; thata 76 discharges at one broadside 1568 Ibs. 
and that a 44 gun frigate, discharges at one broad- 
side 744ibs. of ball. The question then arises, what 
is the intrinsic relative force of a76 and a 44! 

Suppose two 44 gun frigates should be brought in- 
to combat with a 76, one on the larboard, the other 
on the starLoard quarter ; each frigate preseniing a 
broadside of 744 lbs. of ball, will have to contend 
against a battery of 1588 lbs. As 744 lbs. is to 1588 
lbs, so would be the relative metal of a 76 and two 
large 44 gun frigates ; difference against the frigates 
844 lbs. weight of metal. It is obvious then, thut 
tvo 44 gun frigates could not contend with a 76, 
with the least probability of success. ' 

Suppase a third frigute, attaching alternately on 
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the starboard and larboard: quarter, should join in /Making in this view a difference ‘in favor 
the combat, while twe-of the frigates should be ope-} 


rating on one quarter, witha diflerence in weight of 
metal against them of 100 Ibs. the. third fmgate 
would be contending on the other, with a difference 
against her of 844 ibs. 

- dt might: be observed that the frigates would all 
attack on one quarter and then with 2232 lbs. of me- 


of the 76 of . 329,750 
‘As then $333,000 is to $662,730 so would 

be the relative expense of building and 

equipping a 76, anda foree in frigates 

equal to a 76, making a difference in 

favor of the 76 of : 329,730 


By the paper A. it appears thata 76 requires to 


tal, they would have to contend with only 1588 lbs.:man her 650 men, and that a 44 requires 420. To 


Raving « difference in their favor of 644 lbs. In re- 

ply it may be observed, that three frigates could not 

take such a position, on any one quarter, as would 
éefiable theni to bring ali their broadsides to bear at 
once upon an object moving through the water with 
as much celerity as themse!ves—moreover a frigate 
would always avoid the broadside of a 76—for one 

ell directed broadside from a 76 at close shot, 

tould inevitably blow her out of the. water. Wit- 
ness the Randolph with the Yarmouth. Frigates 

Would attack in various directions, change their po- 

sitions frequently, and avoid the tremendous battery 

Qf 276 as much as possible. : 

Besides, a 76 is built of heavier timber, is intrin- 
sically much stronger than a frigate, in all her works, 
and can sustain battering much longer and with less 
injury. A shot which would sink a frigate, might 
be received by a 76, with but little injury—it might 
pass between wind and water through a frigate, when 
it would stick in the frame of a 76. 

All things considered, it must be admitted that 
one 76 gun ship mounting 86, is egizal in combat te 
three frigates mounting 162 guns. Admittmg this 
equality, other questions present themselves for con- 
sideration=-und 

Yst. What is the relative expense of building and 
equip ping these vessels ?. 

2d, What is thd relative. numbers of their crews ? 

Sd. Whiat is the relative annual expense in actual 
service ? 

‘To ascertain the expence of building and 
equipping afiigate, we will take the 
actual cost of one of our largest, viz. 
the President, which was $220,910; a 
frigate would then cost 

The cost of 276 cannot be so easily ascer- 
tamed ;—however, from the papers B. 
and C. we’mayv, Lthink, estimate the 
expense of building and equipping a 76 
at not exceeding 333,000 

The construction then of a force in fri- 
gates, equal m combat toa 76 gun ship, 


$220,910 


man three 44 gun frigntes, or a force m frigates equal 
to a 76, would then require 1260 men; 4nd in this 
respect we find a difference in favor of the 76 of 610 
men; that is, 650 men on board of a 76 can direct 
as much force as 1260 can on board of three frigates. 
As to the relative expence, we huve hereto- 
fore estimated the annual cost of a fri- 
gate of 44 guns, at $110,000; and from 
the best information we can obtain upon 
the subject, the annual expence of a 76 | 
will not exceed: $202,120 
The annual expence then of three frigates, or a 


force in frigates equal toa 76, would be $330,000 ; 


while a 76 would not coat exceeding 202,110; mak- 
ing, in this respect, a difference in favor of the 76 of. 
$127,896 annually. 

In examining the relative strength of frigates and 
ships of war and gun-boats, we shall find similar re- 
sults in favor of the larger class of vessels. 

Hence if the only object in view was to employ the 
greatest intrinsic naval force, at the least expence, 
t should think there weuld be no difficulty in decid- 
ing that we ought to have none but ships of the great- 
est magnitude, But in previding a naval armament 
there are other considerations of the highest impor- 
tance. We should inquire what kind of force will, 
most probabiy, be brought against us; with what 
deseription of force can'we meet the enemy, with 
the greatest probability of success, and aflord the 
most effectual protection to our commerce ; and up- 
on these highly teresting points, I will take the li- 
tberty of submitting a very valuable conimunication 
(D.) received from Charles Stewart, esq. a captain m 
the navy of the United States—an officer of great ob- 
servation, disiinguished talents, and very extensive 
professional expericnce—observing, that I belicve all 
ithe most enlightened officers m our service concur 
in tlie opinions he has expressed. 

Ihave the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your 
most obedient servant, PAUL HAMILTON, 
The hon. Burwell Basset, 

Chairman of the Nuval Committee, 





would cost 662,730 
(AQSTATEMENT shewing the number and des¢ription of guns 5 


of the House of Representatives. 
nounted on vessels of different classes, the weight of ball ina round 


ia each, the weight ofa broadside, the number of men required forjeach, the aupual expenee in actual service of each, Ure aminal 
expence computed by the gun, by each man, by the weight of metal, and the relative power of each man ia each desyription of 


vess. Is, Com; uted in weizht of inetal. 
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(B.) 


of building and equipping al 


Estimate of the expense | 


was made we had no yards, of course wharfage or 
rent of yard was then included, and we do not now, a8 


' eventy-four gun ship of sixteen hundrd and twerty| then, give such guantiti¢s of rum to laborers; thie. 
tons, prepared some years.since by Josiua Humphreys, ‘ivem may be reduced one half. 


esquire, Of Philadelphia, a shipright of great re’ 
spectability and professional talents. 


Live oak timber, ; ; $ 40,000 
White oak and pine do. - — 90,000 
Labor, , ‘ ‘ ° - 85,100 
Cables, rigging, &c. 32,490} 
Smith’s work, . ; 30,400 
Auchors, marling, : 8,700 


Sailmaker’s bills, two suits, including canvas, 16,200 | 








Joiner’s bill, including stutt, 7,800} 
Carver’s bill, . . : : 1,620 
Tanner’s. ditto, . 700 
Rigger’s ditto, ‘ 2,240 
Painter’s ditto, . 3,240 
Cooper’s ditto, . 4,860 
Block maker’s ditto, 3,240 
Boatbuilder’s ditto, , 1,620 
Blumber’s ditto, 2,430 
Ship chandlery, 9,720 
Turner’s bill, 1,215 
Copper bolts, ayn? 10,960 
Sheathing copper, nails, &c. 17,440 
Woolens for sheathing, ° 1,215 
311,100 
Contingencies, » ; : 31,600 
*$ 342,700 

(C.) 


Exsibnate of the erpense of building and equipping a 
76 gun ship, from the actualerpence of building and 
equipping the frivate President. ; 

The President, of 1,444 tons, cost $220,910, 
say, per ton $155—a 76 would ton 1,620 
—1,620 tons, at $153 

Add for additional guns and gun carriages 

Additional cubic feet of timber in the frame 


$247,860! 
13,599! 


about 4,000 feet, at $1 25 5,000 
For additional weight of rigging, anchors, 
and other materials, add 10 per cent. ; on 
‘the cost of the tonnage, $247,860, at 10 

per cent. 24,785 

$296,245 

[Say $300,000 


*Notes by anexperienced gentleman. 


“ Labor,” —This item was calculated. at a time when 
ship carpenter's wages were two dollars and fifly 
cenis per day; they can now be obtained al two dollars. 

“ Cables and rigging.” —When the above estimate 
was made the price was sixteen dollars ; they can now 


(re BE CONTINUED.) 





British Order in Council. 
( ; i 
His royal highness the Prince Regent int Counsit, 


Wuereas, in consequence of information havi 
been received of a declaration of war by the Uni 
States of America against his majesty, and of the 
issue of letters of marque and reprisal by the said 
government against bis majesty and his subjects, an 
order in council, bearing date the 31st of July, was 
issued, directing that Americum slips and goods 
should be brought in and detained till farther orders; 
and whereas his royal highness the prince repent 
acting in the name and on the behalf of his majesty, 
forbore at that time to direct letters of marque and 
reprisal to be isstied against the ships, goods and 
citizens of the said United States of America, under 
the expectation that the said government would, up- 
on the notification of the order in council of the 22d 
of June last, forthwith recal and annul the said de+ 
claration of war against his majesty, ‘and algo annul 
the said letters of marque and reprisal. | 
And whereas the said government of the United 
States of America, upon due notification to them of 
the suid orders in council of the 23d of June last, 
did not think fit to recal the said declaration of war 
und letters of marque and reprisal, but have pro- 
ceeded to condemn and persisted in condemning the 
ships and property of his majesty’s subjects, as prize 
of war, and have refused to ratify a suspension of 
arms agreed upon between lieutenant-general sir 
George Prevost, his majesty’s governor-gencral of 
Canada, and gen. Dearborn, commanding the Ame- 
rican forces in the Northern provinces of the United 
States, and have directed hostilities to be recom- 
menced in that quarter. 


His royal highness the prince regent, acting in the 
name and on the behalf of lis majesty and with the 
advice of his majesty’s privy council, is hereby pleas- 
ed to order, and it 1s hereby ordered, that general 
reprisals be granted against the ships, goods and 
citizens of the United States of America, and others 
inhabiting within the territories thereof (suve and 
except any vessels to which his mujesty’s licence has 
been granted, or which have been directed to be 
released from the embargo, ‘and have not terminated. 
the original voyage on which they were detained and 
released, Kc.) ”" 
Iis royal highness the prince regent is neverthe- 
less pleased hereby to declare in the name and on the 
behalf of his majesty, that nothing in this order 


| 
} 





be olitained at fifteen dollars. 

“© Carver's bill."—Expensive carving on the head 
and stern is abolished—one thousdud dollars may be de- 
ducted from this item. 

© Rigger’s bill.’—We empboy seamen at twelve dol- 
lars per month: this item may be considerably reduced. 

“ Painter's bill.”—The present. practice of painting 
our shifts of war differs so much from that first adopted, 
both in point of labor and colors, that one third of this 
stem may be vafely deducted. 

“ Woolen for sheathing.”—Now exploded: exrperi- 
ence having established the fact, that tt occasions an 
absorption and retention of salt water, which corrodes 
the copper inside, Efe. nor could the copper be laid on 
80 amooth as wiihout it. 

* Contiagencies.”—At the time the abave estimate 





contained shall be understood to recal or affect the 
‘declaration which his majesty’s naval commander on 
‘the American station has been authorised to make to 
ithe government of the United States of America— 
namely, that his royal highness, animated by a sin- 
icere desire to arrest the calamities of war, a au- 
|thorised the said commander to sign a conventio 
irecalling and annulling from a day to be named, at 
hostile orders issued by the respective governments 
with a view of restoring without delay the relations 
of agnity and commerce between his majesty and the 
United States of America. 

From the court at Carlton-house, the 13th of Oc* 
tober, 1812. 


Sipned, ' 





Castlereayh, Liverpog}, fc, 
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Redemption from 1s 
Ociobcer, 1811,to the 


30th Sept. 1812. 


(ike ( mption tr. 


1st April, 1801, to 
30th Sept. 1811, 
per the secreta- 
ryv’sreportot the 
25th Nov. 1811. 


Documents accompanying the annual Treasury Report. 


An estimte of the principal re deemed of the debt of the U. States, fr om the 1st Oct. 1811, to the 30th Sept 
“4 1812, and also from the 1st April, 1801, to the 30th. Sept 1812. ai 





Vatai paineipel ree 

deemed, from the Ist 
April, 1301, to. 30fh, 
September, 1812. ., 
































ated below, was 






















yearly 


mestic debt ; 
Do. on account of domestic lox ans 











(6) To this sum of 
must be added 
































30th September, 1805. 























Reimbursement of the foreign debt 


2 


The amount of warrants isstted on the treasurer of the U 
States, on account of the interest of the domestic debt, 
and of the reimbursement of the old 6 per cent. ard} - 

’ deferred stocks, fromthe 1st Oci. 1811, to the Lar 
Sept. 1812, exclusive of a repayment of $24,927 30, 
afd of the renmbursement of part of the sp deol i 
stock, and the purchase of Louisiana 6 per cent. 


$3,210,418 28 


Deduct interest, which accrued duri ing 
the same period, calculated quarter- 


1,686,891, 89 





Reimbursement of the old 6 per cent. and deferred stocks 
Do. of the navy 6 per cent. stock 
Do. of the five and a half per cent. stock 
Do. of the four and a -half per cent. stock 
_ Do. and. purchase of eight per cent. stock 
Do. do. of exchanged 6 per cent. stock 
Do. of converted 6 per cent. stock 
Purchase of Louisiana 6 p. cent. stock (cast $ 
Payments for lands, in certifiontes of the de bt of the U.S. 
Do. to foreign officers, and for certain parts of the do- 


$116,761 17) 


- 


1,523,596 39 


1,294,452 29 


118,500 


1,917 31 


3,440,000 
10,075,004 


. 


13,312,846 3 
711,700 
1,847,500 
176,000 
6,359,600 
6,293,351 12 


268,240 70 
90,092 58 














—— —— 

















(2) 2,938,465 99 


42,574,334 97 








14,836,442 96 


711,760 
1,847,500 
176,000 
6,359,600 
6,293,351 12 
1,294,452 29 
118,500 
268,240 70 


92,009 89 
3,440,000" 


10,075,004 








(h)45, ‘Seienditeied 5. 





For stock bearing an{By special contract | 


(a_) There was received on loan from 1st October, 1811, to 30th September, 1812 . 
from witch deducting the. principal redeemed 


Leaves for the actual increase of debt during that period 


From which deduct reimbursement on stock, paid in for land, prior to the 


True anownt reimbursed, from 1st April, 1801, to 30th September, 1812 


Difference between the nominal amount of 3 per cent. stock extinguished, and 
that of converted stock, issued under the act of 11th Febru ary, 1807 
Difference between the nominal amount of 6 per cent.and deferred stocks, are 
here stated, and the amount actually reimbursed, as per accounts settled 
at the treasury, arising from unc laimed dividends and arrears of interest 


; $5,847,219 50 
2,938,465 99 





2,978,745 51 





$1,001,458 45 





1,325,7 


4,229 90 . 


324,274 91 
325,733: 36 





, 1812. 


- 45,512,800 96 


3321903 46 





$40,854,304 42 


STATEMENT of the amount of monies obtained on loans by the U. States, during the year 1812, so far 
ory as qscertained ai the Treasury on the first of December 














































































































PLACES, intercst of 6 p. cent. jal 6 p. cent. Miterest.| For treasury notes. | Total. 
Por‘ staouth, New-flampshire 17,00u 7" : 17,600 
Porijand, Maine 50,000 50,000 
Bosian and Suletn, Mass: iehduetts 744,100 1,000,000 400,00 2,144,100 
Providence, Rhode ‘Island Y 4,200 94,200 
‘Hartford, Connecticut . 6,200) 6,200 
New-York ‘ “ 1,733,009 1,600,00 3,033,000 
Philadelphia 2,512,300) 400,000 1,295,000 4,197,300 
Baltimore 1,117,700 200,000) 90,00 1,407,760 
W .shingion : 498,600 100,00 150,00 748,600 
KRiciimond, Virginia : 326,100 250,000 576,100 
Charleston, 3. Carolina . 375,400 150,000 $25,400 
$7,415,200) 2,150,000) 3,535,000 13,100,200 
Of the above sum there was loaned by individuals $3,970,200 
by banks : ¢ > 9,130,000 





$13,100,20 









Statement of receipts and payments at the Treasury of | 
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the U.S. from 1st Oct. 1811, to 30th Sept. 1812. 


Cash jn the treasury, sub- 
ject to warrant, Octo- 


ber, 1811 : 
Reccived for the proceeds of the 
Customs... j » 9,907,990 80 

- ‘Arrears of internal reve- 

- nues and direct tax 7,066 07 
Sales of public lands 822,599 64 
Cents and half cents: 

coined at the mint 7,975 95 
Fees on patents 6,99 09 
Public arms soldto states 29,434 50 

Public property sold 1,119 51 
Postage of letters 85,000 00 


Salt works in the Illinois 
territory 

Fines, penalties and for- 
feitures 

Consular receipts under 

the act of Apr. 14, 1792 

Treasurer’s drufis lost 
or destroyed 

Repayments - 


7,910 23. 


80 95 


1,161 14 


52 50 


57,565 59 





10,934,946 90 


Loan 


5,847,212 50 





3,947,818 36 


16,782,159 40 





$20,729,977 76 


Payment on the following accounts, viz. 


CIVIL EXPUN: ©S, BOTH FOREIGN AND DOMESTIT, 


Civil list proper ‘ 
Light house establishment 


9 


Grants .nd miscellaneous claims — . 
Marine hospital establishment . ; 


Mint establishment 


Public buildings in Wisassigion 
Furniture for the President’s house 


Military pensions . 
Unclaimed merchandise 


Purchase of books for congress 


Third census 


Consular receipts, under act of April 14, 


1792 


Prize money for the navy "pension fund 
Rehef of the citizens of Venezuela 


Survey of the coust of the United States 
Better accommodation of the General 


Post-Office, &c. 
Prisoners of war 


Trading houses with the Indians 
Ro .d from Cumberland to the 


Ohio 


Do. under treaty of Browns- 


town 


Surveys of public lands 


Ascertaining land titles im 


Louisiana 


38,020 75 
Roads within the state of Ohio 20, 0u0 


445 50 


17,264 19 


9,101 48 





Iitercourse with foreign nati- 
ons, Barbary treaties, seamen 


Contingent expences of inter- 


co .rse with forei ign nations 
American claims assumed by 


the Louisiana convention 


yes ” peace which cannot be exceeded, except by that Di- 
92.073 58) Vine fountain from which it proceeds, the president 
56,062 6 of the United States, in the same dispatch announcgs 

. 15,206 22/0 the British government the existence of war, and 
14,000 the equitable, casy, and honorable means by which: 

3y9 —sd its: progress might: be arrested, and its calamities 
94,358 44 permanently prevented. 

939 g| But ‘this extraordniary proof ib a humane and 

1,000 pacific disposition is treated with contempt. Fi- 

. 68,799 11 milarized to the slanghter of man ‘around our globe, 

his Britannie m.jesty prefers the effusion of humsn 

. 1,161 14| blood, before the suspensien of the grossly immovsi 

478 practice of impressment, even during the show 
47,840 73| Space of an armistice agreed on for the purpose o+ 
13,308 68 negociating a just and honorable peace ; nay, befor » 

a simultaneous relinquishment of that practice, an: 
11,853 91)4 exclusion by the American government, of Britis: 
5,000 seamen from our navy. : | 
16,870 J. But what atrocities ure too enormous to be found 
in that government, whose characteristic features ure 
}crue)ty and perfidy; which stimulates. the savage to 
drench his tomahawk and scalping knife, in the biocd. 
of our frontier men, women and infants; which. 1a 
ing the most solewn professions of fr iendship anc 
58,466 25) Peaces strives, by the malignant bresth of its secret 
emissuries to kindle invour nation dissatisfaction, dis*’- 
cord, rebellion, and civil war, w ith all its sanguin =: 
and horrible consequences! Thus is ar casiad-i, 
26,365 67 in the American government, and in every Americ. 


364,039 21 





Military expences, viz. 


Military department, 


fortifi- 


cations, ordnance, militia, 


volunieers 
indian department 


VIZ. 


Totalbrought up. 9,824,344 ge 
Naval expences, viz. 
Naval. Sceronent marine | : 
corps, navy yards 3, FOYT, 501 54 


Public debt, véx. 

interest and charpes 2,498, 013 19 \ 
Reimbursement of princi- 

pal 2,938, 463 99 

| 5,436,479 18 


ed i. 





Bulance iw the treasury, sub- 
jectto warrint, September” a 
30, 1812 2,361,652 69 


BUTI 76 








—+ + 


Pennsylvania ‘Lepistatury:, 


Mn. Geis Hesoluctions, on the subject of the: War, 
&?c. read in the. Senate of Pennyloania, Decew- 
ber Sth. 

Viewing the present state of our fore’ pie relations’ 
we with astonishment and regret, behoid t’ € empe- 
tror of the French withholding from our cowntry, 
those indemnifications which ought to’ have bect 
tendered with liberslity and promptniess. 

Afier the injustice of Great Britain, had, by long 
continued practice, acquired the name of right; uf- 
ter the forbearance and negociating practice of the 
American government had assumed the #ppearance 
and incurred the name of cowardice :-—Wiur is re- 
luctantly, unavoidably but decisively declared. 
With condecension unexsinpled—with a love oF 


bosom,’ t' e last hope of finding in the conduct of G 
Britain towards the United States, a single volunta 
ry act of justice or humanity. 

linpressed with these considerations, and with 


pm coe others of a collateral and subordinate nature: Jt» 
4,992 86 , the senate and house of representatives of the common 
ean 411,570 37 wealth of Pennsylvania, .n veneral assembly met, de 
adopt the following res: luti ‘ns : 

Ist. Resolved, that t! e de-laration of war against 

the United kingdom o! Great Britain and ‘Treland, 

7,770,300 issued by the general government, on the 18th « 
230,975 June last, is the result of solemn delibcration, soynd 


este 





—— 


—8,001,275 








wisdom and i imperious Necessity. 
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9d. Resolved, That the sword being drawn, should; 
never-be sheathed till our wrongs are redressed, 
Our commerce unfettered, and our citizens freed 
from the danger of British impressment, of imprison- 
ment in the floating dungeons of the British navy, 
painful neeessity of fighting the battles of a detested 
enemy, against their fathers, their brethren, their 
we country, and their friends. 

(Sd. Resolved, that to exert all the energies of his 
body, of his mind, and of his property, to bring 
the existing war to a speedy, just and honorable is- 
sue, and toteach our insolent foe, that the Ame- 
ficans are as free from timidity and weakness in 








‘hae ory Se) pee ee 
At the commencement of the war so afictin to. huiangty 9h 
which has'so tong desolated Europe, America, fast evvered 
the-convulsive throes ef herown reyolutipn, and at peate withthe > 
world, was reposing under the benigu mflucnce ot a government 
founded upon the rights, and having tor its object the hapnicks 
man, adnyuistered by the genius of a Washington, ilustr 
ous virtues, by the unanimous consent of the anh Hed ¢ 
for him the most honorable of -all titles, that of {ther ofhas cou 
try. Under such auspicious circumstances, she was marl tig with 
rapid strides to the fulfilment of her high destinits.-+—> This, p 
pcrous career conid be arrested only by the intemapaen 8 her 
peace. Its preservation, therefore, as consonant te eT. velbngtiggs 
as tu her interest; ‘became the object of unceasing solicitu de. 4 

that nothing might be attributed to her, which should, justity. the 


belligerent powers, in disturbing the peaceful attitude she had 
termined to preserve, she invariably maintained téwards each an 
impartial neutrality ; she discharged with the most scrupelous  fi- 


dclity every obligation imposed by justiee; peetbeped with cheery 


battle, as from covert and disguise m negociation, jis |fulicss every act of kindness, dictated by fnendship, aud teok no 


# duty which every citizen of the Union owes to him 
self, to. his country, and to his God. 

4th. Resolved, that true liberty of speech and of 
the press, should remain uninpaired—the laws on 
treason should be immediately and. carefully revis- 


dy and imteltigibly defined. 

5th. Resolved, That with painfulregret we con- 
template the refusal, by the executive authorities 
$f 1wostates in the union to furnish, on the presi- 
dent’s demand, their quota of militia for the defence 
of the sea coast; and that whatever mensures the! 
wisdom of the national legislature may adopt on this 
lamentable subject, shall meet our concurrence and 
receive our support. 

6th. Resolved, That the promptness, the zeal, 
and the wisdom, with which the governor of this 
commonwealth has executed the orders of the presi- 
dent, since the commencement of hostilities, entitle 
him to the gratitude of this general assembly, of 
Pennsylvania, and of the nation. 

7th. Resolved, ‘That to attain and defend our 
rights against England and France, or against any 
aggressing power ypon earth, we we willrally and 
‘firht, and conquer or die, under the banner of that 
OQimmpotent God, who, enlightening the councils and 
invigorating the armies of the revolutionary war, 
conducted our arms to victory, to independence, to 
huppiness, to gory. 

8th. Resolve, That the governor of this common- 
wealih be instructed to transmit a copy of these 
resolutions to the president of the United States, 
with a request that he communicate them to con- 
gress, 





Semel pemeatenul _ 


Legislature of Virginia. 
GOYERNOR’S MESSAGE. 


Cooncri-Caambrr, .Vov. 30, 1812. 


Yo the Senate and House of Delecates, 


It would have been to me, telow-citizens.a source of great plea- 
gure, could I have canmupicated to you, that sinee your last ses- 
sion the two great contending powers of Europe, sensibte of their 
Snjustice towards us, had at last abandoned their offi nsive measures. 
and made honorable reparation for the insuits and jujuries they 
had so long, and so wantonly inflicted upon'the United States. 

It is painful, on the contrary, to be obliged to state, that the con- 
ductof these powers has heen cssentially otherwise. 

Whilst France was wantonly cammittaig the saost lawless and 
unpsincipled outrages, she was nevertheless making strong pro- 
fessions of friendship. This indueed a hope on the part of the ge~ 
neral government that by remonstranee, and. negociation, it might 
he possible to aveid @ resort to the last extremity against that pow- 
er. Great Britain, on the other hand, as little restrained by con- 
siderations of justice, and availing herse}f of her naval superiority, 
continued not only her acts of vjalence by which our commerce 
was harrayed on every ocean, but added injuries peculiar to ber 
gelt, xiid boldly prockumed her unalterable determination to perse- 
er ai ie wean yes od ‘ 43 ae 
thoughit wa > as painful as humiliating to recapitulate, in 
detail, the wrohgs Which thie potrer for Saree of wears fas done 





5 


jgenerously forgave all, and extended to her the 


farther interest in the troubked scenes of Europe, than to weep 
over the fully and wicKeduess which keptalive a war,cvery W: 
marked with unusual carnage and desolation. . > 
With such dispositions and such conduct, she might well have 
hoped that her rights would have been respected and her peace un- 
disturbed. How far this just expectation has been realized, Jet the 
bong and bloody soll of acts of injustice and violence, perpetrated 
by Great Britain, answer. ta o 
She had searcely become a party to the war, when, with the avow- 
ed and wicked purpose of ‘starving thirty milliens of people, she 
directed her cruizers, in Gontempt of the laws of nations, to sexz~, 
and bring i:.io her ports every American vessel, bound to Frence 
with provisions, and not coutent with this offensive measure her- 
self, she solicited her allies: to co-operate with her, and actually 
bound thein by treaties to follow her example. She neat ynter- 
dicted our direct trade between the colonies of her enemy und the 
mother country—then she would not permit that trade by the circu- 
tious route—an aggression which (independent of its mtnwsie eBor- 
mity) was characterised by perfidy, inasmuch as, by the solemn de- 
cisions of her own courts, that trade had been pronounced legiti- 
niatee Our Citizens, confiding in this pledge, covered the occan 
with their vessels:—When, to the indignant amazement of Ame 
ricans, by anex fost facto regulation, Britisheruisers were let loose 
upon thew property, to the ruin of the owners. Her new and up 
warrantable system af blockade, interdicted our intercourse, With 
whole countries She caased her. vessels of war to hover around 
aur coasts—infist our harbors, insult our sdvereigntyy and murd tf 
our citizens. She caused tiousands of our native, born seamen to 
be impressed on the high seas, and torn from their homes, their fa- 
milies and their conntry :—finally, by her orders in souticth she in- 
sylently assumed the power of regulating ourcommerce, therdby 
reducing us, if submission, om our part, had fuliowed, toa state of 
colonial vassalage. ’ ; 
America, amidst these outragés, continued to give new proofs of 
her pacilic disposition, and actuaily retired from the geean ; there- 
by a ot a Ta fur a time, one of the essential preregatives of so- 
vereign power; a measure aceompanicd With a sacrifice, for ex 
tent and durafion, withouta parallel. . P 
it will ever be remembered, for it forms an important epoch in 
our transactions with Great Britain, with what cagerness, upon 
the first appearance of an amicable disposion on the part of tbat 
ower, the American government seize:! the opportunity to renew 
y ab arrangement with her representative Lere, our triendly re 
Jations :— With w hat forbearance jt east the mantle of oblivion over 
the wrongs we had sutfered—and althotigh millions of our proper- 
uy, lawlessly plundered by Great Britaiu, were niny stored Ar 
though thousands of our seamen were in captivity, and her bands 
were reeking with the unattoned-for blodd of our e:tizens, yet We 
hand of friend- 
ship. i 
Had Great Britain cherished a disposition for peace, there was 
nothing to which she could object in this arrangement. Yet she 
thought proper to disavow it, to recall theagent who made it, upon 
the pretended,ground of having exceeded his instructions, aud te 
appointa successor whose character was every way, suited to the 
unriendly designs she harbored ‘agailist 0s ;' reamonsttance and an 
interdiction of commercial_intercourse were the enly sneasurcs to 
which Ainerica-reeurred, upan ap occasion which would have jus- 
tified a resort to extremities. . 
France at length annonnced her determination to rescind her 
iniquitous decrees. The American -government jagain pressed 
Great Britain, in compliance withher uniform promises, to follow 
the example set by her rival,‘and hopes were! entertained that she 
would yield to her interest, what had been refased to justice.— 
Whilst the American government was indulging this expectation, 
and chesishing the prospect that peace might. yet be preserved ; the 
pcince rggent by his proclamation of the 2ist of April, announced 
the fixed purpose of his: government, to persevere in the offensive 
course it fad so long pursued, unless Franee should rescind cntuye- 
ly (not only as it regarded America, but all nations) her illegal de- 
crees—a subject in which we had no essential coneern. About-this 
time, satisfactory evidence was obtained of a project, planned by 
Great Britait, of endeavoring to affect, by a seeret agent, the dis- 
memberient of these states, throtigh al the horrors of a civil war : 


1a scheme, to the-intrinsie darkness of which were added deeper 


shades of guilt, from the» tances, of its 
the very moment, when thangh her accredited agent here, sbe 
was indulging in the most amicable professions. ve. measure of 


nig carried on at 








us, yet a vapid review of the angst important incidents, during tliat 
‘time, may vot be without ats use, as it will present a vulume of evi- 
dence, demonstrating tot re world the ardor with which America 
‘ ; rag patience and long sufferinghonde r injustice: 
nd oppression, and t eamperious necessity which ‘finally eumpe! 
ed ber to assuute a hostile uttitude, J 





her outrages being thus filled, and thatof our patience exhausted, 
the unpleasant altertiatives, of an appeal to aris, or a.base surren- 
der of our rights, were presented to the constituted authorities ot 
the United States. ‘With a courage becoming the representatives 


3 al war 


j of ative pegple, they weighed the preservation of dur rights, our 
ho ¢ 


wor, aud our character, against the privations aud 
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against- Great Britain and ber} 


2, war Was forma}ly deflarc 


@epeadencies. The determination prodaced a crisis in our aifairs ayhich it will be secu, that n appeal was tha to, he cour y. e3 
of the utmost importayte. For, tothe weighty considerations in-! patriotism of our fellow-soldiers, pine invited by.a volung 

Tender uf og ts Aon ehtee oat staghh Cessit ee 
igh interest, which by its it-|js a souree of pride to reflect that ths appea) was not. made 
resisti teudency, was calculated to excite the wilicatude ol every | ynin 3 in some parts of the state, inore cuthe forw ttmn ets. 
lover of his country. The constitution of the United States (with | Flic for, in others whole regiments orp ks eae hy Tbe 
hg ris trigtism, e é 


separably incident toastate of war with so powerful a natien, there 
was to he added one of peculiar anid Ti { 


whuse successful progress.is indissolubly connected, not only the 


‘ ul xious to preserve‘ an-exanple. at #0 honors 

happiness of Aimerica, but of afflicted man, in every region of the | those who furnished it, pe py aa y OE geation hy all, 3 
earth) whe or the fitst citue, tobe put upon trial as to its capacity | ed the brigadier Dy! cate bate of each 
so acted, that he might h 2 n 


ti 
fox war,.and should jt suryive the fiery ordeal, unhurt, it might, 
under P 


¢who are destin 4 common with Gs all, to, partitipate mn what- 


pe accepted its an uivalent. fccordniply, on the 18th of June. M general ord ys, issued in purs' 


rovidence, challeage immortality. When, then, the repec- she,peopl c, to receive at the it ha 
sentatives of the people of United America, in eon¢gress asseinbled, | which he js so justly entitled. ‘ 
d, i Awrote'a letier to the secret gt war under of 





ept of the United Statcs, are also transmi 


ty of a drafty 


eB 
BN 9. 7a 48 





3 
~ ¢ Be 


to the itatives ot 





ever doom may await ts) had; driven by an unjust end imperious | concerniug the ures, ’ to be Or 
wation, resolved to commit our cause to the Geti of battles—when, | of this state, which will be found au € acco pa py. 





0, the illustrious chief, who now presides in our councils, and whose | ments, ed No. 4. His answer is transmitted, marked - 


Kile has been devoted to-the service of his country, had 


have been hoped (whatever diversity of opinion might have ex-/of learning whatever wight be essential fo, f 
isted, or whatever might hate: bec. the violcee of contending | ef my observations I transmitted tothe secretary 
parties) that every patriot would have sacriticed upyn the altar of bas | No.6. 


country, all minor considerations, aud that the American penpic, | 


animated by one sentiment, weuld by an union of councils and | state, covering the act pf cor ¢ 
efforts, have prosecuted the war with vigor, to extort from thew’ Britain, Ireland and their , dencies, abd t 
| transmit copies thereof with a cireylar Ietter, tot 
It is asource of painful regret, chat this hope of union, should, of regiments; a copy of which correspondenes 18, 


common enemy an honorable pesec. 


; 


even im a partial degree, have been disapponited ;’or that there | On the 21st of July 1 received al gr from the, 
should have been any class of citizens so tar influenced by delusion, | communicating the request of the presidentel the & 
prejudice or faction, as to ascribe the war tu any oticr motives, , to place 600 of Use militia, betore. detached, in imme 

than anxiety to avenge the wounded honor, and preserve, uni-| tion for the defe:.ce of Norfolk in copjunetion 
force stationed there. In making the selection. I resolv 


paired, the essential nghts of United America. This egret, how- | 
ever, 1s lessoned by the reflection that the pene oithe United 
States, in an appeal recently made te them, through uyeir cougres- 
sional elections, have, by a large majority, manifested a determina- | 


eounter Without a murmur(the ineonveuiencies ef war, waged tor 
the protection of y’hatever is dear to freemen. And it is asource of 
pride and congratulation that this holy zeal in our country’s “cause, 
as manifested no where inore sirongly than among the good people 
of this commonwealth. Is it too sanguine to hope that, even y% 
this cordial support ef our governinent may become universal ;— 
» that.the spirit of our fathers, which, during the revolutiguary ce:- 
test, united them as a bal of brothers, may at length animate their 
sons; and that America may be enabled to put forth her whole 
strength agaist herenemy? If any thiag could hasten an event 
so desirable, it inust be the moderation, and solicitude fer peace, eon- 
tinually inanifusted by the Aenrican government; a new cvidence 
of which has been recently published in its correspo: dence wath 
the government of Great Britain, which took plate since the de 
elaration of war. Atthe moment of that declaration, with amag- 
Rauimity rarely equalled, it frankly disclosed to the enemy, the 
terins upon which peace might be restored, viz: ‘The unconditional 
repeal of the orders in council (whig:, about the same tinie, had, 
mithont the knowledge of the gevermment of the United States, 
heen conditionally suspended) and a relinquishinent of the prac- 
tice of impressing our seamens ‘These triendly overtures have 
been conteinptuously rejected ; may it vot be asked, with confi- 
-dence, whether there is a single patriot in Aimerica (by whatever 
distinction of party he is known) that would be willing to abandon 
the present coutest, until, at least, Great Britain shall have agreed 
to abstain from a practice, so offensive te our feelings, and so hos- 
tile to our independence? 

Tt now becomes important to return from the long digressjon, in- 
to which I have been betrayed by the uateresting considerations in- 
volved in the subject, to the particular part connected, therewith, 
which has been perforyned by the executive of this communwealth, 
during the recess of the legislature. 

Placed, by the partiality of my count y,in a highly responsible 
frust, aud greatly anxious that nothiug should be wanting on any 

rt, I kept an attentive eye upon the progress of events, and 

jevicg thatmeasures were tending to the catastrophe which ulti- 
amatciy oeeurred, I, so sacly as March last, addressed a circular let- 
ter to the lieutenant coloiel commandants.of regunents, exhorting 
thein toa vigilant discharge of their duty, pointing out the neces 
‘sity of ce Sb an for the event, aud particular) y, inviting their 
attention to the Condition of the public arms. A cypy of this detter 
will be found in the. packet A. No. 1. 

Availing mysetf of the diseretion given by law, and with the ad- 
vice of council, I caused moreoyer,. the militia of certain counties, 
whose situation was the most exposed, to be armed entire, witha 
deduction of 20 per cent. for noweffectives. I ordered’a large por- 
tion of the mounted ordinance to ‘be distributed in the same section 
of country, also, munitions of war to be deposited in die anest 
vulnerable parts, so that, at the approach of danger, the whole 
country (bemg prepared) might by a simultaneous movement, unite 
its forces tocepel invasion. ; 

I received.on the 18th April,a letter from the secretary at war, 

under date of the 15th) signifying the wish of the president of the 

ited States, that I should immediately place in requisition, Virgi- 
nia’s queta of militia, (being 12,000) m conformity with a law of 
comptes, passed April 10th, 1812, a copy of which.isim the same 
packet marked 2, By this it will he seen that a discretion was 
#iven the-exeeutiye of detaching riflemen, equal to one-tenth part 
of the requisition. ‘That alternative was ‘embraced, and, as the 
‘western part of the state abounded in good marksmen, I theught 
it favorable to the service, to detach the greater part of that de 
scription of force'trom that quarter, and the tvot of the moan- 
wuns-on this side ; of Course, relieving the infantry of the line, in 
the same ratio in which the riflemen were detached, and. thereby 


ven his | Belicvivg, from the character of cur ene 1¥, that se 4 

sanction to this solemnappeal; and-when the fate of unborn mi- | tier was the only vulnerable pomt 9 this statc, I deemed 

djons was counected with its sucecssful-jssuc, it was reasonably to -rect to repair to Norfolk and its yicuut ffl . 
te 


the physical force of the country most alle to invasion," 
nished ; and at the same time, if possible, to select #he , 
from a portion of the state whose climate and general ¢ha 
4ion to support their government in the course rdupted, and to en-| eorresponded with the counges they were Abas to aeeup 
thereby obviate the alarms whi ) ere. lt, de 
lealthiness of the situation. These objects, itis believed, were 
tained in the coutse pursued, exexpt with res 
of Artillery from Bedford. This, 


otherwise flan call upon this cqapany, yet there is ample 
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tion with 


rs 


nich by some were as to 


t 10 the, om 

wever | are red it 
vice.(a kind of force always preferred) and was the nearest to 
scene of action, with the exception of those companies Fes! 
alung the shores-of our large navigable rivers, whi¢ . for the 
son before stated, I had determined not.to call from t ‘he hone ty-~ 
Although, under the role I had pr scribed to myself (¥ cnromenty 
of which is submitted to the legislature) I gould, not pave cone 


cause 
of regret in the loss of seven of that Company. And {swpeerely 
syipathize with their surviyyn relations, who ne doubt will "; 
perience, where it is wanting. the hberality.ofther country, 
My geueral orders relative to the above requisition, are. pho ae 
mitted, marked No. 8, to whigh jt is my duty to call your part ‘ 
lar attention. You will discover, by 1: ference, thereto, phat iih- 
rected colonel Lucas, having the epmmarnd of the detach pa Pad 
report himself to colone] Freeman, an officer of the Unity ds the 
commandant of the post, and to be obedient to Jus Ores ig 4 
importance of this order arises from certain measures which te 
been pursued in another quarter of the unign, where a similar. 
Quest on the part of the presidcat, was wefugede iy she of 
I shall net indulge, fellow citizens, in any, glowing ip. MN 
zeal and ardor in the ause of eee Agta, but will'on 1 PCAAE t 
could possibly bave tio'motive to am on boa Nr hh 
ty maturely to weigh.the propriety of comply wit) the |fe 
an fearlesd y to tein. so course Which ny bert judginent reegy yy 
mended. In deliberating upon this subject, I did not lose si ed 
the constitutional objections which had been urged bx: es tes 
measure ; but, after the most mature imvestigatien WH ch BS 
able to make, they apprared to me to be without foundation, aged 
in no degree warranted by a just interpretation of the, laws or can- 
stitution of the United States. “Phat instrument has most wisely 


be-| in my opinion, placed the, whole physical terce of ele nation wider . 


the control of the national authority, by providuigs amon other . 
regulations concerning the militia, that the pre: a con - 
wander jn chief of the miliuaot the peverel pene ©. en called in- 
to.the actual service of the United States. ‘T ges cea will 
justify their being called gut, ox, the manner jn which they shal- 
be employed, must of necessity be determine by the general govern 
ment. That unity o: design ang sndivasibility of command, are essere 
tial to suecess in military operations, is an, apotheg as Mst 98 if 19 
trite, andif instead of an miluence whic th pervade, enibo:ly 
and direct the force of the uation bya coniprehensive. system, it 1s 
to be woken up ito as many fragments as there are states, and to 
be directed by as anany, difupuet authorities ;.it requires not the 
‘aid of prophecy to for: ve that ato ao ar, inay she any 
becajue the viciiuns, of foreign force, which, if pesjsted by acorn 
bined effart, would ah ae fa as Shaft befor: the wind. Thege- 
curity of the states.is, found in the salutary provision Of the conste- 
iuuek, which Gives to thein. the appointment of the officers, of the 
snilitia, and inthe lategrity, which-the theory. of the governmeiit 
supposes, will always be found im,the chief magistrate ; whose go- 
vereign control of the entire force of the nation, (if directed by 
prudent and honest views) cannot but be productive et good can- 
sequences ; but from whom there.is uothing.to apprehend, shoutd 
he aitemptto turn the arms intended for the detence of the state 
against itscH,or againstany particular menuler¢hereof’; inasmuch, 
as the patriotisiaand state attachiwents of the mpitiaofficers (who, 
from their very organizadon, will be always above corruptqn) 
would prompt them to tpown into conte:npt so flagitious a desigth 
If it be adiuitted that the president. ofthe United States, is eqin- 





Brest vilg the most entire equality to every part of the state.— 


mander in chicf of the militia, when ¢jicd into pepal sxvice, it 
would seem to follow, as Ae has net the power of ubiquity, ald as 





































































































































* dition seemed auyinaicd by one Sentiment: 
_ share of the pious wink risking ; and in the course of a tw days 
“ f | Aber eqnipas: wes coupletcd and dispatched to the place ut 


“the art of war, whych was its nee ssaty conse queper. some discom 
b have , 4 


M tear from our enemy, upon her own elenient, Whoie ves the furces 
* Cpposing gach other are nearly equal, 


- Piguwealth, 
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; they must occasioually called upon different and widely distant delibeventane wilt be itious to the welfare of our beloved caun-. 
Brvice ; awd, further, asthey must frequently be associated with | try, aad will sustain ee chateetins she has therefore displayed of & 
efemapiars, thes itis perfectly correct that @ federal officer of sope-| wise liberality, whenever called upon to aid the couunon Cause. ~ 


rior grac ul 
Pest this dilenms & 















tie t. Regson and nsere unite against the lattey state 
of it is lieved, that throughout the revolutionary 






Ke Was Ayu: 
claimed 


and enjoyed preecdency. 








saryin consequence 
eae: Whilst it ex hibited the mortify mg spectacte of an America: 


the Cotmmand as represeitting (oe ‘Siren (The perhal ude of the § 
“ bowl ensue > Chata vuilitia ofieer of infesion! great length omitted. The governor recommends Many impor 
Brad, in the absehee t the president, should either have the eym- 5 
inand, or carry on operations distinct from, and independent of | many urattersol’ state interest.) 


‘the militia of the states, and the continentals 
. always decided the command; and where 
ty, (for the sake of unity of eormsband) the conti- 


States, that I should canse 1500 of the 
“Getached ia immediately to take the field, to rendezvous at +o > : 
\FYome eonvenicu: poiut in this state, with a view. ultimately to Join led upon the executive of this state to furnish ifs 
By etecete sich ow Re oy gpg ra, Spanede oa proportion of one hundred thousand militia, by vir- 
 pussuance t ch, as well a: rune cae ai . .4 Disa 

ws detaching the 500 militia fer the defence of Norfilk, were tue of an act oft CONZTESS, passed 1yth April, 1812 ; 
with the prom) titude honorable to the ertizens composing |and it appearing to this general assembly, that the 


ments, “The requisition of 1500 smilitia was made ne-[ sid reduisitic n ied wi ither of 
the disastrous occurrence at Detevit 3|.). juisitjon Was-waaceompanied WiRh ¢ a 


is chicily locaimand fro i 
it atnendments to the militia laws, and has brought into view 
JAMES BARBOUR. 

; 


‘Legislature of Maryland. 





@oeument marked No. % isa letter from the secretary of} “he following preamble and resolutions were ordered th 
c ivy! tbe 2d te yn communicating the request ol the 
Unit 
milit 


be printed by the House of Delegates. ' 
Warnyas, The president of the United States cal- 





the exigencias provided ‘bythe constitution :—AND 


ei dae, without a blow to the forces of Great Britain, | WHERODA 8, the wise and patriotic framers of our con- 


Sit ther f-rocions aljics, whos depds of crucity were every 





‘To arrest this horrible w 

y, was entirely tex pected, and censiderahl: pecuniary means 
| Bceessaty for the equipment of the detachment, we wer 
Without rabarrass:nents, 


The cootingynt fund ding fixed upon the peace establishment, 


aceless froyticr to the intarsions of our Ss eoea. (atatution, having for their object the freedom, the 
¥: eTe ; . 


ested by the indiscriminate slaughter of men, women and {app ness and independence oftheir country, tho’t it 
: : are, it was necessary thatinecessary, in order to preserve this government in 
the utmost despateh shoukd b- ugtl, As, however, this cinergen-} Ag ‘ ply 


iis republican form, and secure the blessings of liber- 
{ty to their posterity, to constitute protecting bazrie 
ers against an improper or ambitious use of military 


Ws scarcely adeguare to Meet the ordinary CAPE NCES af gery e¥rl- power >—AND WHEREAS, offensive wars, schemes ot 







: Of wer, 





With ak expence amounting to a sum beyond what was requisite 
» en! the tquipment of thé detachment: aud productive of a delay 
toat v 


fic servank to act upon his own responsibility. This was belicved 
tu Re One ol tLoye occasions § and was th rofore yielded to by die 
executive. \The faiiuof the stte was thereupon pledzed, (tw be 
redeemed at's qistant da y) forthe materials neecssary for Uae caup 


: ° y 
Lc te afc veensions when it becouies the duty of the pub 


equipage, 
As Gispatch Was indispensable, J thought proper to appeal to we 
ang oetye or the eens of Richmond, aud solicited dierr aid in 
Making of tents, knapsacks’ &e. It is a tribute of gratitude 

J owe then, and wiucy I cheerfully pay, to make known to you, 
sie reprosentagr's of fie peopl, the prom »titude with which they 
mpbhed with ow request. Reery age, every sex, and every cor 
housands claiiweda 


vous, designated for ie detachment, which has since joined 


mil the Westerl army, under the command of the brave gene 


z. Frison, soon, TL trust iy rede the wounded honor of our 
country, and take a just revenge of her perfidigus cuciuies and 


. th4r sayagy a’hes. 


Aithous A, attera pace of thirty years, and the inexperience in 


fiturs were to heen «expected in the eo:amencement of the 
guntget, rut thase Which have happened are greater than can well 
b= accounted fors Fur we haye to xl, to the disastrous affair of 
D: tre, dn nnasteee: «fi CEs gi npor Queensiown, Whilst chis 
effort provi wuatailinz, aim cost as tho fives of many brave 
Hien, We are souiewhat consol d with the reflection, that the Ame 
rican’ soldiers, actually cntuled. dikblayed a valor and prowess 
whrthy the descendanis of the hcpocs of the revolution. Itis with 

wasure T cgil your atiention feo these wveward incidents by 

ynd, to The Sigal proofs of conrage and skill inaniiested on the 
occan, Mita yeceasions have occneved,but particulariy ie the capture 
‘or the Guertiefe, where the conduct of our seame ) Wa eniinentiy 
ericulated to Matter our padb, and 2 sure pledge we have nothing to 


; have thus, feilow-citizeris, briefly reeapitulated the causes 
which tet to the War in Which we are engaged. Lhave roeouited 
fie printypal events which have occurred during its progress, and 
Uiselostvl to you the rift performed by the executive of this com- 


Wien to the arduous strngcle with Great Britair , the duration of! 
v ugh the pride niat injustice of the enemy will (judging from re- 
ft appearances) protract, is added the lone eataldeue of unre- 
Cressra Wroiigs ag airst Francs, for which litde hope is now enter- 
tats d GFan honorable reparation by pacifie means, and which, in 
fue sggm ghonkd be avenged hy the most energetic Measures ; 
aud When we cetirct that a larnin work! i<in arms, troo the rising 
tu Dye setting sun, the erigisi:: wiiich we are called to act, assuines 
« deep titer st.appealing to the teelines and calling for the oid, of 
every one to whom has hecn coifided ashap of the pubic confi 
gence. Abhoueh ourextervel relatiss ave very proper: confidud 
tr) the genera} geyeriasent, vet fron) the peewhar strucjere of our 
PHEATCTIONe, Much dnay ber dected by a hearty cooperation of the 


t The Cay oe odane expenditures juse varably inendent ty a! foreign conqucst, accession of territory, or national 
eshaustedit. One of twoalternetives was t be 

evd 5 either the convestidn’ of the legislature, or gm exercise : “ : ’ 
L gs Nes the part of the executive, upow diir owa respon- [OUT free institutions—Therefore, 
ity. ‘Jattc; was preferred. To have convened the fezis-! 

datrre oulthave beet iuconvenivnt .o the metubers 5 attcaded! 


aggrandizement, «re repugnant to the principles of 





esulved, That it was never contemplated by the 
constitution, When it entrusted to the general gu 
vernment the contropl of the militia, in certam emer, 


re Coumteracied the objeet of the expedition. it is ber) veucies, that it shouid, by perverted interpretations, 


t 


at its discretion, use that power in the absence of 
[those emefgencies, and that the calling out the mili. 
itia of ihis state, by the President of the U. States, by 
virtue of the act aforesaid, without the, existence of 
SCH €lnerge>cy, is an open and dangerous innovation 
upon Our Mghts and iberties. 

Resolved, Vhat the power delegated by the cons 
eran to the general government, to raise and sup- 
port armies, as well from the nature and form of the 
government, as from the preample to the constitu. 
(tion, was unended for the defence and protection of 
lour own territory ; and that the invasion of a fereign 
territory, by aries raised and supported by the ge- 
jheral government, and gsrrsening our torts with the 
iyalitix, as a substitute for these armies, is helding 
them -n serv,ce longer than any exigency existed,even 
if any existed at all, and an unwarrantable stretch 
of power, which must ultimately lead to a consoli- 
dation.ot these United States into a military governs 
ment, if not timely and vigorously checked and re- 
sisted by all lawful and constitutional means. 

Resolved; That if ‘he general governinent, as @ 
part of the:r policy, prefer the service of the militia 
to the emplovment of regular troops, in garrison, o8 
any other military operations, even in the state to 
winch they belong, it is, under the constitution, 
bound to provide all the means necessary for their 
support, and thit it has no power to burthen the 
states with any of the expenses incident to such ser 
vice, 


Sent of 16 Bar 
MILITARY. 

It now appears certain that the Northern army 
has went into winter quarters. It returned to Platts- 
burg on the 23d ult, The Qih, Lith, 21st and 2$th 
reganents, have gone to Burhington—the 6th, 15th 
and “16th remain at Plattsburg, and are building 














grate futhertte’s, “What conrge it heromes the powerful stare off 
Vic ee fe ouisne pe the pregent tas, Echperfully subnit to the 


<a: ofhey vc pre Sciitapyes, aut doUbiog thay che ceyult o. gheje: to 


huts; the bghtarullery ,nd dragoons have returned 
Greenbush, near Albany, with generals Dearborn 
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and Bloomfield. The militia, on the frontiers, have 
been generally disbanded. ie 

We have on file the #ritish official account of the 
surrender of Detroit, &c. Though not of striking 
interest we regret it wus not received in time for 
this number, on account of its length. 

On Wednesday last (savs the Ontario Messenger 
of the 7th inst.) the enemy comunenced « fire from 
their batteries opposite and above Black Rock, which 
was spiritedly returned from the battery conimand- 
ed by leut. Stevens, consisting of a 24 pounder, 
from the battery at colonel Swift’s encampment, con- 
sisting of an 18 and a 24, and froin the one at Black 
Rock ferry. Our guns played so effectually as to 
dislodge an 18 pounder of the enemy; and a 24 
burst and kiiled several. Lieutenant Stevens poured 
dis balls into Fort Erie so well, that the enemy hoist- 
ed a white flag, whether as a sign of surrender or 
not, We Cannot say. 

Considerable military activity prevails in Tennes- 
see und in the Mississippi Territory. A body of 600 
men from the latter passed St. Francisvilie on the 
11th Nov.. for Baton Rouge; and general Jackson 
from the former is expected to march 1500 men im- 
mediately for NewOrleans—from a pledge given that 
these troops will not be continued ‘in the lower 
country during the summer,” an inference is drawn 
that some immediate enterprize is designed. 

It is understood that brigadier-general Smyth ex- 
piicitly nformed certain frendly bidisns who applied. 
to him for permission, that they should not accumipa- 


the command of colonel Winder of the 14th 
to-storm the enemy’s batteries opposite Black Rock. 
About 10 boats set out, with a proportion of the 
seamen on this station, under the command of lieut. 
Angus. Only five of the boats succeeded in landing 
the men, they were soatpanion by captain King late 
of the Sth regiment, with captain Morgan of the 
12th, captain Dox of the 13th, and captain Sprowl, 
with captain Angus and §. Swartwout, as volun, 
teers. About 50 sailors and sixty regulars were 
actual force ; and to the astonishment of friends and 
enemies, they atchieved the most vakant acts of real 
hervisin ever known, All the Hastert from Chip- 
paway to Fort Erie were carried—cannon spiked ; 
three officers and about 50 privates taken prisoner: 
and the whole Canadian fromtier, 16 miles distant 
laid waste and deserted. In this. valorous act, the 
brave captain Watts of the navy, 2d in command, 
with captain Angus, fell. Captain Angus, of the 
navy, Samuel Swartwout, his associate volunteer, 
captains King, Morgan, Sprowl and Dox, with lieu 
colonel Boersler, at the head of the 14th, merit the 
veneration of their country, for their intrepidity and 
excess of bravery. Seven. officers out of the 11.0 
the navy were wounded. . Lieutenant Lisson is badly 
wounded, but yet not dangerous. Mr. Graham,.son 
of colonel Graham, has his leg broke, but is in good 
spirits. Mr. Garter, (master) of New-York, has his 
arm wounded. Messrs. Angus, Swartwout, Sprowl, 
Morgan and Boersler, are safe. i 
Captain Dox is slightly wounded, and capt. King, 








ny him.te. Canada. We. do trust that the honor of|by his zeal to send over prisoners, remained on 


employing savages in civilized war, may exclusively 
belong to the religious government of Britain. 

Major-gencral Brack was appointed a knight of 
the Bath for his victory at Detroit, The American 
colors taken there have been exhibited with great 
tiiumph in London. 

The secretary of state, “¢ according to provision 
in ucis of congress,” will, protempore, perform the 
duties of secretary at war until a reguiar appoint- 
ment is made. 

By “ gener.] orders” from governor Meigs, dated 
Chilicaihe, Nov. 25, it appewr's that great exertions 
are making to facilitate the movements of tlie North 
Western army. But we have no important informa- 
tion from it. 

Worse and worse. Some gentleman in Massachu- 
eetts hus prescribed a military expedition for the Bri- 
tish, insinuating that the same has been generally 
spoken of at Halifax, which is to collect 12,000 men 
at Bermudas during the winter, of whom several 
regiments are to be of blacks from Jamaica, and 
iivade the Southern states, in the spring. We are 
much obliged to the British at Halifax or the J1assa- 
chusetts gentleman for letting the southern people 
know the plan so soon! 
+/ctract of aletter to the editor of the AuguataChroni- 

cle froma volunteer in the United States requisition 

rom Georgia, duted at colonel Smith's camp, on the 

St. Johns, thirty-two miles from Augustine, on the 

10th of November. ' 

“The first detachment of two hundred and ten 
men landed here in perfect health and safety last 
evening, having halted one night on our way at the 
Village of Fernandmo on Amelia Island—the boat 
that conveyed ys here will return immediately to 
Point-Petre to bring on the remainder of the requi- 
sition, Colonel Smith remained at Fernandino, but 
#8 expected here daily. Weare yet ignorant how we 
shall be employed, whether against Augustine or 
the Indians,” 

Extract of a letter from an officer at Bu ffaloe, dated 
Nov. 29, 1812.—You will be pleased to iicar that the 


other side and was made.a prisoner with about tea 
men. After this the whole force under gen. Smyth, 
prepared to embark, they mancuvred some time but 
much to the mortification of all, but particularly to 
the volunteers, they were ordered to return to their 
encampments, and to-morrow they again are order- 
ed to be ready to cross. This is a summary of all 
the news on the frontiers at present, 

Major Noon is.in command attached to colonel 
M‘Clure, much may be expected from this corps; 
300 Pennsylvania and 100 Baltimore volunteers with 
the rifie corps of New-York and Albany, compose 
this regiment. } 

STATE OF NEW-YORK, GENERAL ORDERS. 
Head- Quarters, New-York, Nov. 28, 1812. 

The uniform troops commanded by licutenant-co- 
lonel Robert Swartwout, having faithfully performed 
their tour of duty on the southern frontier of this 
state, have been discharged with the flattering en- 
comiums of the commanding general, and have re- 
turned into the body of the militia, In justice to 
the officers and soldiers of that meritorious corps, 
and to his own feelings, the commander in chief an- 
nounces his entire approbation of their patriotic con. 
duct and services, and his sincere thanks for their 
prompt and unanimous compliance with the first 
cali of their country, That promptitude and unan- 
imity, and their correct, orderly and soldier-like de- 
porunent, and their assiduous attention to, and ex- 
tensive improvement in military science, and in all 
the accomplishments and duties of the patriot sol. 
dier, haye distinguished them as generous and pub> 
lic spirited defenders of the nation, and entitle them 
to public applause and gratitude, 

By order of the commander in Chief, 
. WILLIAM PAULDING, 


Adjuiani-general 


Natchez, Nov. i11<-The detachment of militia 
from this territory destined for Florida, marched 
on Tuesday the Sd. from camp near Cantonment 
Washington, all in good health and spirits, 





f ne 


Bight before Jast an expedition was organized under 


November 4,—Three companies of tia, looking re- 
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ertiits passed through this place yesterday? Two 
companies. of infantry under captains Gray and 
Armstrong, are destined for St. Louis (upper Lou- 
istana) and. one of artillery under cuptain Philips, 
will go to fort Massac. | 
-/. 6 + OFFICIAL REPORT. 
To Brigardier-General Smyth, Commanding the Army 
OLR ES Of the Centre. : 
» ‘Str—T beg leave to inform you that on the morn- 
ing of the Qlst-of Nov. st 6 o’clock, a heavy can- 
pean opened upon this garrison from ull the bat- 
ies at and inthe neighborhood of St.George, whicli 
fabted without intermission until after sun-down.— 
They had five detached batteries, two mounting 24 
nom one mounting a9, and two niortar batte- 
ies, one 10 1-2 the other 51-2 inch. The batte- 
fies firing hot. shot which set some of our buildings 
on fire, but from the extraordinary vigilance of the 
Officers and men, perticularly major Armistead of 
the United States corps of engineers, whose indefa- 
tigable exertions were extended to all parts of the 
garrison, the fires were got under without being ob- 
served by the enemy. - 

‘Our yao ‘was not as well provided with artil- 
fery and ammunition as F could have wished ; how- 
ever; the batteries opened a tremendous ‘fire upon 
them, in return, with hot shot, admirably well di- 
» Several times during the cannonading, the town 
of Newark was in flames, but was extinguished bv 
their engines—as also the centre building in Fort 
George Theirmess house and all the buiklings 
mearit were consumed. Captain M‘Keen command- 
ed ai12 pounder in the S. E. Block-house, and dis- 
tinguished himseif by his usual gallantry and skill. 
Captain Jacks, of the 7th regiment militia artillery, 
commanded a 6 pounder on the N. Block-house, and 
together with a part of his own company, though 
placed in a situation most exposed to the fire of ‘the 
enemy, maintained their position like veierans. 

Taeut.Rees of the 3d regiment of artillery ‘had 
the command of an 18 pounder on the SE. battery, 
which was pointed at the battery en burbette mount- 
ing a '24 pounder, and also at Fort George; several 
well directed shot were made from this gun, which: 
proved the skilliof its commander. About 100’clock 
lent. Rees. had ‘his left shoulder bruised by:a part of 
the parapet falling on him ; which, thouglit did not; 
materially injure him, obliged him to retire, and, 
eapt..Leonard.of the Ist regiment United States ar- 
tullery at ‘that moment arriving, he took the com-, 
mand of ithis-hattery for the remainder of the day. 
Lieut. Wendel, of the 3d regiment of: artillery, had 
the command of an 18 and 4 pounders:oa the West: 
battery—-and Dr. ‘Heoper of capt. Jack’s company 
mihtia artillery,-had the command of a 6-pounder on 
the mess-house. -Of these gentlemen and their com- 
mands, I cannot speak with too much praise, ‘they 
distmguished themselves highly, and from their shot 
all of which was hot, ‘the town of Newark was re- 
peatedly.fired,and-one-of the enemy’s batteries'silenc- 

d for a time, i 

An instance of extraordinary bravery jn a female. 
(the wite of one Doyle, a private of the U. 8, artil- 
lery, made a prisoner at Queenston) I cannot .pass 
over :—During the most tremendous cannonading’ 1 
have. ever seen, she attended the 6 pounder .on the 
old mess.house with the red hot shot, and shewed! 
fortitude-equalling the Maid of Orleans. Lieuts. 
Ganesvoort and Harris of the 1st regiment.U. S. ar- 
tillery had the command of the Salt battery at 
Youngstown, mounting one 18 and a4 pounder— 
These two guns played upon the garrison of Fort 
George and the buildings near it : from every observa 


tyond could make duying their fire, 1 am happy to say 


| late moyements of 


they merited my warmest thanks for their skill in 
the service of these guns. Lieut. Harris, from his 
4 pounder, sunk a schooner which lay at their wharf : 
she was one of those taken by the enemy at the 
mouth of the Genegsee river a short time since. He 
also asaisted in burning and destroying the buildings 
near the wharf. ‘These two officers and their men 
in the warmest part of the cannonaditig having fired 
away all their cartridges, cut up their flannel! waist- 
coats and shirts, and the soldiers their trowsers, to 
supply their ‘ 

I inna ity 100 much in praise of all the officers. 
and soldiers of the artillery immediately under my 
observation inthis garrison; they merit the thanks 
and esteem of their country for the defence of it, and 
I believe it never sustained so sharp and continued a 
bombardment. J See 

The enemy threw more than two thousand red hot 
balls into it, and a number of shells amoynting to 
more than one hundred and eighty, only one of which 
did injury to our men. 

‘Lieut. col. Gray commanded the artillery; the un- 
remitting attention paid to his duty, proves him aa 
officer whose zeal and science do honor to himself 
and country ; to this gentleman I fee! much indebted 
for the manner he acquitted himself. 

To the officers of my regiment (particularly capt. 
Mulligan) and the soldiers who assisted the artillery, 
and those employed in extinguishing the fires and 
carrying off the killed and wounded, I am also much 
indebted, they merit my warmest thanks. To Dr. 
West of the garrison, Dr. Hugan of the 14th regt. 
United States infuntry, and Dr. Craige-of the 22d 
regt. United States infantry, I. offer my thanks.— 
They were employed during the entire day in the 
most critical duties of their profession.. ‘Our killed 
and wounded amount to eleven. 

Killed.—Serjeants, Jones, 1st regt. of United States 
artillery ; Salisburv, ‘3d do. do. do. ; privates, Stew- 
art, 22d do. U.S. infantry ; Lewis, 1st do.do. artil- 
lerv. 

Wounded—Officers, lieut. Thomas, 22d regt. U. 
States infantry; privetes, Boman, 14th do. do. ; 
Mvoy, Ist do. do.; Campbell, Ist do. do.; Welsh, 
Ist do. do. ; Ray, 3d de. do.; Woodworth, 7th da- 
militia artitlery. 

From the numbers we saw carried off from the 
enemy’s batteries, I presume many more were killed 
and wounded on their side. 

‘Only two of the above men were killed by the ene- 
my’s shot, the rest by the bursting of a 12 pounder 
in the S. FE. block-house and ‘by the spunges of the 
guns onthe ‘North’ block-house, and at the salt bat- 
tery. GEO. M*FEELEY, 

Lieut. col. commanding Fort Niagara. 


GENERAL VAN RENSSELAER TO GOVERNOR TOMPKLNS. 
Buffaloe, Qcieber 23d. 

Sin—The daily expectation.of your excellency’s 
arrival on the Niagara frontier, since the.action. of the 
13th, has prevented my making an official communi- 
cation to you on that subject: But having now 
received major-general Dearborn’s permissien to 
resign my command, I .purpese to preceed im- 
mediately to Albany. 

Under there these circumstances, I have determin- 
ed to furnish your. excellency with a copy.ofmy. dis- 
patch of the 14th.to.major-general Dearborn, resery- 
ing to future communications, some documents cal- 
ciated to furnish. a.more full explanation .of the 
army. 

I cannot, however, in justice tomy own feelings, 
to merit, and to the service, close without noticing 
to vour excellency a number of officers whose con- 
duct.in the late action would ,have reflected great 





honor upon veteran sgldiers, and entitles them to 
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Sie norte of your'exceMenty,’niid the gratitude ‘of 
aptebaeyt eT eM: a Race 
Brigadier-general Wadsworth proved himself an 
dfficer capable of comiiinding with’ yptness, 
soiress and decision, in ail thtvicissitudes of bat- 
¢; and théugh he was fortinate ‘enough ‘to escape 
Woutiis, 'scateely ‘a. gafment liad Ite ‘on, but bears 
ridre than dre matk of honrdbic testimony. ©” 
“Colonel Van Renselacr was ‘if the’ first“boat, ahd 
the fifgt than On shore :'in' thé fhost galttant manher 
be led'the’Van of the firstv'eclumn throngh'd very set 
vere fivé, and When four wotinds prevented ‘his pro- 
cecding “he gave “his 6rdcts with decisive firmness, 
And they were effectually performed. Major Lush 
acted as his volunteer wid, and his courage and con- 
dutt on the field were Lightly hondrable toa young 
adiicer. . ‘ 

L.jeutenant-colonel Bloom ‘was early in the action, 

and when a woutd ‘obliged Hin to retire from ‘the 
field, he persevered in: efforts to urge on reinforce- 
See 
- Lieutefant-céloricts’ATlen, Strahan and Mead ex- 
ertéd the selves to ett as Wany Of their men as pos- 
§ ble to the fel i and fice the enemy to the last. 
“Major Spencer, aid-detainp ‘to general “Wads- 
Wovth, ts in ail respects an‘ excellent officer, and his 
Condict 3h the feld thas Horiorable.. 
, Yewillonty add that after the toils and privations 
of a. very perplexing tamipaign, ° to'be obliged to wit: 
ness the sacrifice ofa victory so.gallantly won‘on the 
‘shrine of doubt, 1s m4rtifying indeed. 

Thave the honor to be, with tespect'and considers- 
tion, Yotir excelléncy’s most obedient ‘servant: - 
“ §. VAN ‘RENSSELAER. 
His excellency governor Tompkins, 


ARMY OF THE CENTRE. 

‘We were truly astounded with certain vcports from 

| Buffalo, that reached us on Thursday last. We 
would have said, “an enemy has done ‘this,” andl 

have! eonsigned them to the common tomb of the 

millions ef tales propagated to disparage the! arms 
‘and exertions of the United States. But the mat- 
ters referred to have reached-us in so many ways, 
that we eannot refuse credence to the wondrous 
Story; still hoping however, that the facts may 
‘be exaggérated. 

The fotlowimg narration is copied from an ably con- 
ducted “republican” paper, entitled the Ontario 
‘Messenger -published  at'Canandaigua, N.Y, by 
Mr. John A. Stevens ; and we place great reliance 
fn what he ‘says, beifig seated pretty nedr the 
scene of the events he notices: the official, or re- 
gular accounts, will, of course, appear as soon as 
received, 


“Disaster upon Disaster.—The old scenes of imbe- 
cility, treachery and cowardice, have been again dis- 


‘played upon our frontier, . With grief and shame do 


we record that Smyth, who promised so much, who 
centred in himself the géeherous confidence of stran- 


gers, of his friends and his government, who was to 


convince the ‘Ameérican people that all their generals 


“were not’ Base, cowardly and tredchérous,even Smyth 


Jnust be added to the catalogue of infamy which 
begun with the name of ‘Hull. Our minds are de- 


' préssed with shame and our hands tremble with in- 


‘di mation, at this final pro.*2ation of all our dearest 
and fondest hopes. But we will endedvor to assume 
some calmness While we state to sur readers the 
disgraceful events that have occurred on’ the’ Nia- 
fara river. 

For three weeks past as all.our readers know,the 
most vigorous preparations have been making for a’ 
descent upon Canada. On the 10th ult. Gen. Smyth 
Promised “that in a few days the  tredps ‘under his 


‘Our mortification is already sufficient, without step- 
ping h ere to ‘notice the high tone of his proclamas 
tion, and the éxtraordinary séntiments it.contained. 
Suffice it'to say, that mam pareny eae ot ‘our wore 
thiést’citizensy: left their ‘homes, thest families and 
théir business, at an immense-sacrifice; to ubey what 
ihey ‘coneeived the call’of their country. A second 
proclamation from Sm tly appeared, evincing that 
all was ready, and ‘amouneitg the general’s princi- 
ples and views.’ So far alt was well. (Anxious “but 
joyful anticipation exhilirated all the heartsof ait 
the true ‘friends to their‘countfy. = - 7 
On Saturday the 29th wity in pursuanee-of orders, 
\the army marched:to the Black Rock and was there 
jemburked ready to cross. In themorning 150 brave 





batteries from the enemy, spiked their cannon, and 
returned with little loss, leaving‘only one hattery 
Within sight of our forces, and ‘that at such a dis- 
ince, ‘as ‘to excite no apprehensions. “Among the 
wounded in this noble enterprise, we regret ‘to say 
that tie @aliant and brave captain’) t M: Dox, 
of the:23d U: 8S. infantry, was shot through ‘both’his 
thighs. There were thirty-six ‘prisoners taken 


the whole army. Three thousand men were em- 
barked fifteen pieces of light.artillery ‘completely 
equipped . in every respect, ‘were in tle scows ‘or 
fluts.;,and a corps de reserve of at least 5,000 men 


cious moment when the enemies bitteries were com~ 
pletely silenced, instead of crossing or attempting 
to move, gen. Smyth sent over a :figg of truce to the 
enemy. Our army still lay in their boats, when not 
a vestige of ‘opposition ‘fromthe otherside appear- 
ed. Indeed, the whole country was so wholly aban- 
doned, that three’of our’ gallant tars, fora frolie, 
went overin the sight of our army, burnt two hous- 
es, a store and abun, and were oceupied an hour 
und an half in catching fowls and hogs, and killing 
them, and in collecting other plunder. Afier deiug 
precisely what they'pleased, they returned’ without 
molestation. In the ‘mean while, aflag with a Bri. 
ush major :arrived,and a long conference ensued.— 
Smyth sent another flag; but before it reached the 





|Opposite shore, he ordered the troops to their tents. 


On Sunday the 3Uth, orders were read that the troops 
should be ready to cross ‘on Monday’ the Ist inst. at 
8o’clock. At the time the army, was’at the river ; 
and thitteeri boots only, out of ‘seventy, ‘under ‘the 
command of colonel Winder, attempted to go over ; 
they crossed directly ‘in front: of the only’ battery 


|whieh had not been'rendered useless : ‘after arrivihg 


within a few rods of the shore'the battery consisting 
of an 18 pounder, opened upon thém, ‘when ‘they 
turned about and came back. “Not a’single boat 
was sent out toreinforce them, “nor was any diver- 
sion made or attempted at any other point. ‘They 
were again ordered to cump and directed to'be rea- 
dy the next morning, Tuesday, to cross. By this 
time some uneasiness Was apparent; the soldiers 
were disgusted and ‘wearied with being marched 
buek and forth ; however, no one deelined crossing. 
Again all was ready, the troops were either embark- 
ed or on the point of getting into their boats ; -when 
suddenly orders were received :for all to. return.to 
theirtents, The volunteers who had come out ain- 
der Smyth’s proclamation, wére coldly informed that 
they might stack their arms andyohome! ‘The nes 
gulars were orderéd into winter quarters !———Gen. 
Porter endeavored to rétain the: velunteers, wntil an 
explanation of this extraordinary conduet could be 
obtained. Many, however, giving up alkhope of ace 





command would? plait Use 'Américan standard dit 
Canada” and’hé cailed upon volunteers ‘to assist him. 


jmen, principally sailors, had: gone over, taken three 


This was aglorious onien 6f the probable success@f 


were waiting for a chince to cross. | At tivis auspi-’ 


' 

" 
Ps 
Y, + 
i 
2 
a 
: 

y} 
, 
€ 

- 

, 


sm 
; 
* 

? 

fe 

i ¢ 

if 

i 

i 

5 

fi 

+ 

b 

- 

Sy 

* 

a 

4, 

is 

















































Fig ama oe = ree: ue, a ea a eae 
eT fey =e ee ie 
a 


“ gg SSE TIAL 
DE ST RS ee on 








252 THE WEEKLY REGISTER—-EVENTS OF THE, WAR. 








tive service, obeyed. orders. It was understood that 
a council of the principal officers of the volunteers, 
was immediately culled, to consider of their situa- 
tion. ‘They wrote a letter to. Smyth, but the result 
was, that he evaded giving an ¢xplaration ! Smyth 
was’ universally denounced as a coward and 4 trai- 
tor; he was shot at several tunes, and was hooted 
through the streets of Buffaloe. He was shifting his 
tent in every direction, in order to avoid the indig- 
nation of the soldiers... We understand he has order- 
ed ‘his army to the eleven mile creek, eleven. miles 
this side of Buffalo, where they have actually arriv- 
éd and are now encamped.. Judge Granger, much 
to his honor, refused to afford any further shelter to 
Smyth, and every tavern-keeper in and near Buffalo, 
declined the intamy of his company. 

A few incidentai circumstances deserve to be men- 
tioned. There was a force of .8000 men,according to 
the lowest computation,realy to cross. The army was 
abundantly supplied with provisions ; this we as- 

_sert, without the fear of contradicfion, upon the au- 
thority of every officer and private whom we have 
vet seen. Gen. Porter conducted with his usual bra- 
very and discretion. He offered to go over with the 
volunteers only and four pieces of light artillery, and 
pledged himself to take Fort Erie—but. this was re- 
‘fused by the great Smyth. He purposely and with ma- 
lice prepense, called Smyth a coward, a traitor and a 
villain! and the brave and gallant general has hi- 
therto declined taking anv notice of his.expressions ! 

+ would be useless for us to repeat them ; we mere- 
dy put them on record, without holding ourselves 
responsible for the consequences. 

It pratifies us to learn that the volunteers acted 
on this occasion, as we expected from their bravery 
‘and prudence. : 

Upon the whole, we are compelled to say, that 
there never was an expedition better planned and bet- 

.ter prepared but no one worse executed. Nothing 
failed but the general, a term which seems to imply 
disgrace, for never was a nation cursed with worse 
at go than the American people seem to have 
en. 

We learn with surprize and astonishment, that 
capt. Rees of Geneva, has received orders to build 


4 


24th, Mr. Cogdal gave notice that he should ask 
leave to bring in a bill to purchasc and equip a veaged 
of war—a ship of the linc. | | heh: 

In the legislature of Peanylvania a resolution has 
been submitted to build a frigate for the use of the 
United States: We trust this great «nud powerful 
stute, *fthe arch of the Union,” will give us .many, 
examples of practical putriotism.  Seventy-sirers 
are the fashion of the times. | 

The ship Madison was sufely launched at Sackett’s 
Harbor (Lake Ontario) on the 26th ultimo. She is 
a beautiful corvette-built ship of the foliowing di- 
mucnsions: on¢ hundred and twelve feet keel, thirty- 
two feet-and a half beam, eleven feet and « haifhold; 
five hundred and eighty tons, and will mount twenty- 
four thirty two pounders, carronades, She was built 
throughout in the space of forty-five days ! 

The common. council of J’/tlade(phia have unant! 
mously voted a “superb sword of Americon nranuf:.c- 
iure,” to captain Decatur. : 

It is stated that capt. Carden, late of the Macedo- 
nian who has seen mugh,serviee, says that at the bat- 
tles of the Wile and Z'refulzar (in which he was) he 
did not behoid such a .desteuctive fire as Decatur 
kept up—he emphatically calls. it “ircmendous” 
It is further said, that he hadi declafed his intention of 
recommending “io his majcaty’s government” the 
necessity of withdrawing :.l the frigates on this sta- 
tion, as nothing. but ships of the line can contend 
with our vessels ! : 

A splendid «nter‘ainment was given to ¢ p*. Jove’, 
late of the Wasp, in Phiiadelphis,cn Pisday the 11th 
inst. Wim. Tilghiaan, chief justice of Pennsylvania, 
presided, be was supported Edward Bond, esq. John 
Barker (mayor) and com. Dale, the gallant Ist lieus 
tenant to the memorable Paul Jas ; 180 gentlemen 
sat down to the table; after the cloth was removed 
u great many American toasts were drank. | In the 
course of the evcning clegant transparencies were 
exhibited in-“honor of the breve.” 

It is stated that a considerable number of the crew 
of the Jfacedonian have made their escape since the 
arrival of that ship at N. London. So much for the 
dusire of British seamento return to “his majesty’s 
service” to fight for “religion and liberty.” This abuse 


durracks at that place, for the wintcr quarters of anjougut to be prevenied : we want them for exchange. 


army.” ! 
Carticotrur, December 2. 


We understand that a body of troops set out from 
camp a few days since on a secret expedition, to be 
accomplished in twenty days, They are to procved 
to Xenia, and from thence to Springfield and Futon, 
aud from the latter place to that of their destination. 
The troops engaged in this expedition are composed 
of the following cerps, viz : 


Major Bali‘s squadron of U. S. volunteers, and 


twelve mouths dragoons, 206 
Simrall’s regiment Kentucky ditto, 220 
Select U.S. intantry, captain Elliott, 50 
Butler and Aicxander’s companies, 7U 


cae 


540 


NAVAL. 
Letters of marque and reprisal have been issued 


- by the British government against the United States. 


This is only giving a legal sanction to the war that 
has existed on the part of the enemy for several 
years. 

A splendid ball and and entertainment was given 
to captain Decatur and his officers on their arrival! 
at New- London. 

Several enemy vessels of war are cruizing off the 
expes of Virginia. 





An eastern paper presents us with the following 
statement shewing the mighty superiority of our 


itars, in the art of gunnery. 


Americans. Killed & nded. British, illed & HW eunded. 





To this astonishing difference of two hundred 
and cighty two must be added the extraordinary 
manner jn which the masts, spars and rigging of the 
enemvy’s sh:ps were crippled: three out of four of 
them being wholly dismasted.” 

An Albany paper of the 19th inst. states that com. 
Chauncey has returned to Sacket’s Harbor, to lay up 
for the winter. The British vessels have also gone 
into Kingston for the same purpose. The weather 
ut this season of the year is extremely incleiment on 
and near the lakes. 


Copy of a letter from Commodore Rodgers to the Se 


cretary of the Novy. 
At Sea, long. 32, lat. 33, Nov. 1, 1612, 





S$rn—I wrote you on the 18th inst. by the British 


In the legislature of South Curoliaa, Norember’pucket Swallow, is‘c:ming you of having cx pturcd 


The President bad 1 ‘The Little Beit 33 
Constitution 14 Gucrriere 104 
Wasp 10 Frolic } : 75 
United States 11 Macedonian 106 

36 318 
36 
Difference in favor of America 282 
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that vessel with between an hniiidred and fifty and 
two liundred thousand dollars on. board ;.and Lnow 
write you by a British south-sea ship, loaded with 
oil, captured yesterday, one of two ships under con- 
voy’ of the frigute Galatea. 3 

The above ship is manned from the Congress, and 
it is now blowing so fresh, that I cannot learn from 
capt: Smith ‘her name, having sepurated from him 
yesterday in chase of the Galatea whjlst he was man- 
ning the prize, and owing to excessive bad weather, 
lust night, wes unable to join him to-luy. 

I got within six or seven miles of the Galatea by 
gun-set, but the extreme darkness of the night ena- 
bled her to escape. 

With the greatest respect, Ke. 
JOHN RODGERS. 

The hon. Paul Hamilton, 

Secretary of the Navy. 


DECATUR’S VICTORY. 

The official letters of captains Decatur and Jones, 
(the latter has already been inserted in the Register) 
were coinmunicated to congress on the 11th inst. in 
the following message— 


To the Senate and House | 

of Representatives of the United States. 

I transmit to congress copies of a letter fo the se- 
eretary of the navy, from captain Decatur, of the 
frigate “* United States,” reporting his combat and 
capture of the British frigate Macedonian. Too 
much praise cannot be bestowed on that officer and 
his companions on board, for the consummate skill 
and conspicuous valor by which this trophy has been 
added to the naval arms of the United States. 

I transmit, alse, a letter from captain Jones, who 
commanded the sloop of war Wasp, reporting his 
capture of the British sloop of war the Frolic, after 
a close action, in which other brilliant titles will be 
seen to the public admiration and praise. 

A nation, feeling what it owes to itself and its 
citizens, could never abandon to arbitrary violence 
on the ocean a class of them which gives such ex- 
amples of capacity and course, in defending their 
rights on that element; examples which ought to 
unpress on the enemy, however brave and powerful, 
a preference of justice and peace to hostility against 
acountry whose prosperous carecr may be acccle- 
rated, but cannot be prevented by the assaults made 
on it, JAMES MADISON. 
Washington, Dec. 11, 1812. 


U S. ship United States, at Sea, 
October 30, 1812. 

The hon. Paut Hamirrow, 

Srm—TI have the honor to inform you, that on the 
75th inst. being in the lat 29 N. long. 29, 30 W. we 
fell in with, and, aftcr an action of an hour and an 
half, captured his Britannic mujesty’s ship Mucedo- 
nian, commanded by capt. John Carden, and mount- 
ing 49 carriage guns (the odd gum shifiing.) She is 
a frigate of the largest elass, two years old, four 
months out of dock, and reputed one of the best 
Sailers in the British service. The enemy being to 
windward had the advantage of engaging us at his 
own distance, which was so great, that for the first 
half hour we did not use our cutropades, and at no 
momem was he within the complete effect of our 
musketry or grape—to this circumstance and a heavy 
Sweil, which was on at the time, I ascribe the unu- 
sual length of the action. 

_ The enthusiasm of every office#, seaman and ma- 
rine on board this ship, on discovering the enemy-— 
their steady conduct in battle, and precision of their 
fire, could not be surpassed. Where all met my 

ullest expectations, it would be unjust in me to! 
discriminate, Permit me, however, te recommend | 





to your purticolar notice, my first lieutenant, Wm. 
H. Alien. He has served with me upwards of five 
years, and to his unremitted exertions in disciplinit 
the erew,. is to be imputed the obvious superiority of 
our gunnery exhibited in the result of this contest. 
Subjoined .is a list of the, killed and wounded on 
both sides, Our loss compared with that of the ene- 
my will appear small. Amongst our wounded, yeu 
will observe the name of lieutenant Funk, who died 
u few hours afver the action—he was an_ officer of 
great gallantry and promisé, and the service hus sus- 
tained a severe loss in his death., | 
The Macedonian lost her mizen-mast, fore and 
Main-lop-masts and main-yard, and was much cut 
up inher hull, The damage sustained by this ship 
Was not such us to render her return into port neces- 
sury, uxd bad I not deemed it important that we 
should see our prize in, should have continued our 
cruise, Ne ate 
With the highest consideration and respect, I am 
sir, your obedicnt humble servant, 
Signed, STEPHEN DECATOUR,, 


List of killed and wounded on board the U. Stuteas 

Thomas Browr, New-York, seaman—Hcnry Shep- 
herd, Philadelptiia, do—Wm. Murray, Boston, 
boy—Mich:el O’Donnel, New-York, private marme 
—John Roberts, do. do.—Ailled. 

*John Musser Funk, Philadelphia, lieutenant+« 
*John Archibald, New-York, carpenters’ crew—- 
Christian Clark, do. seaman—George Christopher, 
do. ordinary seamam—George Mahar, do. do.—Wm. 
James, do, do—John Laton, do. private marme— 
Wounded. 

On bourd the Macedonian there were thirty-six 
killed, and sixty-eight wounded. Among the for- 
ier were the boatswain, one master’s mate and the 
school master, and of the latter were the first and 
third hicutenants, une master’s mate and two mid- 
shipmen. 

The prize mentioned above has arrived at Norfotk, 


An officer of the frigate United States, speakin 
of Decatur’s late victory, says—“Iam aware it will 
be said, she is a little ship, with five guns less than 
you, and a hundred men less, and carries lighter me- 
tal, &c.—well, all this is true—she is inferior jn all 
thesc—but she is just such a ship as the Engtish have 
achieved all their single ship victories in—’twas in 
sucha ship that sir Ronsentr Banrow took the 4fr/- 
cuine—that sir Micnant Seymour took the Brine, 
and afterwards the Wiemen—that capt. Mite took 
the Venyeunce, capt. Coox the La Forte, cupt. Lavis 
the Guerriere, capt. Rowxry the Venus, and God 
knows how meny others; she is, in tonnage, men and 
guns, such a ship as the English prefer to all others, 
und have, till the Guerriere’s loss, always thought a 
match for any single decked ship «float. You will 
observe the ship was just out of dock, her masts 
were better than the Guerriere’s. She had taken no 
prizes—her compliment was full. She was not built 
of fir, thirty years ago, as suid of that ship, but of 
the best English oak, two years since.” 


| 


” 


¢ 


FROM THE LONDON GAZETTE. 
Admiralty Ofer, October 10. 

Copy of a letter from vice-adniral Sawver, to John 
Wilson Croker, esq. dated on board his majesty’s 
ship Africa, at Halifax, the 15th Sept. 1812. 
Sin—It is with extreme concern Lhave to request. 
you will be pleased to lay before the lords commis- 
sioners of the admiralty, the enclosed copy of a let- 
ter from capttun Decres, of his msjesty’s late ship 
suerriere, giving an accormt ofhis having sustained 
a close action of near two hours, on the 19th ult. 
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with the American frigate Constitution, of very su- 
fetiar force, both in guns and men (of the latter «l- 
most double). when the Guerriere being totally dis- 
mastert, she” rolled’ so deep as to render all farther 
efforts at the guns unavailmg, and it become a du- 
ty to spare the lives of the remaining part of her 
valuable: ¢ crew, by hauling down her ‘colors. The 
Yfiusts fell over the side, from which she was about 
to be engaged, in « very favorable position for rak- 
ag bY the enemy. A few hours after she was in pos- 

session of the enemy, it was found impossible- to 
Keep ier above wuter; she was thercfore set tire to 
and abandoned, which I hope will satisfy their lord- 
Ships slie was defended to the I<st. ie 

Ihave the honor to be, &c. 
(Signed) H. SAWYER, vice-admiral. 


Resrax, Sept. 7, 1812. 


Sir—I am sorry to inform you of the capture of 
this majesty’s late ship Guerriere, by the American 
frigate Constitution, after a severe action on the £9th 
August, in lat. 40 deg. 20 minutes N. and long. 55 
deg. W. At2P. M. being by the wind on the star- 
Dourd tack, we saw a sail on our weather beam, 
bearing down onus. At3, made her out to. be a 
manoft war, beat to quarters and prepared for ac- 
tion. At 4, she closing fast, wore to prevent her 


upper deck, and 476 men : her loss in comparison 
eects is trifling, about twenty : tise! rot Sehiaere 
ant of marines and 8 killed; and first lieutenantand 
master of’ the ship, and eleven men wounded ; her 
lower masts badly wounded, and stern much shat- 
ered, and very much tut up about the rigging. | 

The Guerriecre was so: cut up, that all attempts ‘to - 
get her in would have been useless. As soon as the 
wounded were.got out of her, they set her on fire ; 
land I feel it my duty to: state, that the conduct of 
Captain Hull and his officers to our men, has been 
that ofa brave enemy, the greatest care being taken 
to prévent our men losing the smallest trifle, and the 
greatest attention being paid to te wounded, who, 
through the attention and skill of Mr. Irvine, sur- 
geon, I hope will do well. 

T hope, though success has not crowned our cf- 
forts, you will not think it presumptuous in me to 
to say, the greatest credit is due to the officers and 
ship’s company for their exertions, particalarlywhen 
exposed to the heavy raking fire of the enemy. I 
feel particularly obliged for the exertions of fieut. 
Kent, who though wounded early by a splinter, con- 
tinued- to assist me—in the second lieutenant the 
service has suffered a severe loss; Mr. Scott, the 
master, though wounded, was particularly attentive, 
and used every exertion in clearing the wreck, as 





aking us. At ten minutes past 4, hoisted our colors 


and fied several shot at her ; at twenty mimites pasty 
4, she heisted her colors and returned our fire, wore | 


did the warrant officers. Lieutenant Nicholl of the 
royal marines, and his party, supported the honora- 
ble character of their corps, an? they suffered se- 


several times to avoid being raked, exchanging|verely. I must recommend Mr. Shaw, master’s 


broadsides. At 5, she closed on our starboard beam, | 
both keeping up a heavy fire and stearing free, his| 
imtention being evidently to cross our bow. At 20) 


minutes past 5, our mizen-mast went over the star- 
board: quarter and brought the ship up in the wind ; 
the enemy then placed himself on our larboard bow, 
raking us, a few only of our bow guns bearing, and 
his grape and riflemen sweeping cur deck. At forty 
minutes past.5, the ship not answeving her helm, he' 
attempted to lay us on board; at this time Mr.! 
Grant, who commanded the forecastic, was carried 
below badly wounded. 1 immediately ordered the 


mate, who commanded the foremast main deck guns 
in the absence of lieutenant Pullman, and the whole 
after the fall of lieutenant Resdy, to your protec- 
tion, he having received a severe contusion from a 
splinter. I must point cut Mr. Garby, acting purse 
er, to your notice, who volunteered his services on 
deck, and commanded the after quarter-deck guns, 
and was particularly active, as well as Mr. Bannis- 
ter, midshipman. I hope in considering the cir- 
cumstances, you will think the ship entrust ed to my 
charge, properly defended—the unfortunate loss of 
our masts, the absence of the 3d lieutenant, 2d lieu- 





marines and boarders from the main deck ; the mas- 


ter was at thistime shot through the knee, and I) 


tenant of marines, three midshipmen and twenty- 
four men, considerably weakened our crew; and we 


received a severe wound in the back. Lieut. King'only mustered at quarters two hundred and forty- 
was leading the boarders, when the ship coming too,! four men, and nineteen boys, on coming into action ; 


we brought some of our bow guns to bear on her, 
and had got clear of our opponent, when at twenty 
minutes past 6, our fore and mainmast went over the 
side, leaving the ship a perfect unmanageable wreck. 
The frigate shooting ahead I was in hopes to clear 


‘the wreck, and get the ship under command to re- 


new the action, but just as we had cleared the 
wreck, our spritsail yard went, and the enemy hav- 
ing drove new braces, &c. wore round within pisiol 
ghot, to rake us, the ship lying in the trough of the 
Sea, and roiling her main deck guns under water, 
and all attempts to get her before the wind being 
fruitless, when calling my few remaining officers to- 


_ gether, they were all of opinion that any further re- 


sistance would only be a needless waste of fives, I 
ordered, though reluctantly, the-colors to be struck. 
The loss of the ship is to be ascribed to the early 


‘fkll of her mizen-mast, which enabled our opponent 


to. choose his position. I am sorry to say, we suf- 
fered considerably in kifled and wounded, and most- 
ly while she lay on our bow, from her grape and 
musquetry ; in all, fifteen killed and sixty-three 
wounded, many of them severely; none of the 
wounded officers. quitted the deck until the firing 
ceased. 

The frigate proved to he the United States’ ship 
Constitution, of thirty 24-nounders on her main deck 
and twenty-four 52-pounders, and two 18s°on her 


the enemy had such an advantage from his marines 
and riflemen, when close, and bis superior sailing 
enabled him to choose his distance. 
I enclose herewith a list of killed’ and wounded on 
board the Guerriere. , 
And have the honer to be, &c. 
JAMES R. DACRES. 


A list of officers, seamen and marines killed and wound- 
ed on board his majesty’s ship Guerriere, in the ac- 
tion of the 19th August, 1812. 

KULEv—Henry Ready, 2d licutenant, and 14 sea- 
men. , ; 
wounnev—James R. Dacres, esq. captain, again 

ly; Bartholomew Kent, Ist lieutenant, slightly, «0 

61 seamen. 

. {The men “missing,” :re not. mentioned. ] 


The French in Russia. 


Wehave a series of Frencly bulletins to the 26th 
of September———The emperor JVupoleon entered 











Mosow on the 14th, at mid-day, and took up his 
quarters in the Kremlin,a large pulace or citade i 
in the centre of the city surrounded by high walls. 
The French say, “the city of Moscow is as large #5 
P..ris”—and cxil it the entrepat of Asia and Europe- 





$On the 16th, the Russians set fireto it sin, 500 dit- 
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gent places” They had previously removed or de- 
pir the fire engines, and the houses being chief- 
ly of wood, it became “an ocean of flame.” Nearly 
1,600 churches, 1,000 palaces, and almost the whole 
city, the Kremlin excepted, was reduced to ashes 
and.naked walls-——30,000 sick and wounded Russian 
soldiers were burnt to death '—200,000 people were 
reduced to begyary, and immense stores of merchan- 
dize from all parts of the world, entirely consumed. 
The French charge this mighty devastation tothe 
Russian governor Bootanchise who let loose for the 

e 3,000-malefactors. In the cellars of the 


burnt houses, the French found ‘an. abundance of 


rovisions, with wines, brandies, sugar and coffee, 
Tid in by the poor inhabitants for their winter’s sub- 
sistence, or deposited by the merchants for sale, with 
great quantities of pelisses and furs. They also 
obtained 60,000 new muskets, 150 pieces of cannon, 
600,000 balls and shells, 1,500,000 cartrilges, 
400,000 lbs. powder, and a like quantity of salt petre 


and sulphur, Three hundred of the incendjarics 


were arrested and shot—they were provided with 
fuses and squibs, to extend the work of destruction: 
The loss te Russia is incalculable. An apprehension 


existing at St. Petersburg that Bonaparte might vr}the merchants, &c. prevailed, 27 to 3. 
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The reader who consults Mr. Coxe will find more 
of the literary than military history of Moscow, ‘as 


the state of defence is tous the first subject of our 
present enquiries. Olivarius informs us in 1800, t 


the circumference of the city is 40 wersts between 
10 and 12 French leagues ; thatit has 53 principal 
streets, and 482 intersecting streets pass through the 


great mass of 10,000 buildings. He represents the 
popuiation at 200,000, but in winter at 300,000.” 








Proceedings of Congress. — 


The house of representatives, in committee ofthe 
whole, were occupied on Thursday, Priday and Mon-. 
day, on the report of ;the committee.of ways and 

means relative to the Merchant’s Bonds, as hercto- 
fore noticed—and on the question to agree to that 
report, veas 49—against it 52. Severa} substitutes . 
were afterwards proposed. But nothing further was 

done. It is, however supposed, that this vote is. not 
conclusive—the’ proceedings of the committee have. 
not been confirmed by the house, , 

In the senate, on the 12th inst. a bill directing the 
secretary of the treasury to remit the penalties of 
On the 14th,. 


sit that place, Alexander had permitted some pro-|having under consideration a bill to increase the 


perty to be embarked from it, though he said he saw 
no ground forfear. He has ordered a new levy ot 


the war to the last extremity. But rumor says he 
has sued for peace, whieh is probably true. 


The following account of Moscow, as it was, for 


navy, a motion made to strike out the provisiony 
for building ships of the line, was negatived as fol- 


. 400,000 men, and appears determined to prosecute | low : 


For the motion—Messrs. Crawford, FrankIm, Lam* 
bert, Robinson, Smith of N. Y. Taylorand Turner. 
Avainst the motion—Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Brent, 


which we are indebted to the industry of the editor|Campbell of Ten. Cutts, Dana, Gaillard, German, 


of the Essex Register, is now of peculiar interest : 


Giles, Gilman, Goodrich, Gregg, Horsey, Howelk, 


“In the edition of Busching’s invaluable Geogra-| Hunter, Leib, Lloyd, Magruder, Pope, Posey, Smith 
phy, publishec and transiated in 1762, the following|of Md. Tait and Varnum. 


3s the outline then given of Moscow. 


He gives it 


The engrossed bill directing the secretary of the 


the antiquity of six.centuries, and a circuit much|treasury to remit fines, forfeitures, &c. in certain 


Jess than it formerly had, of 24 English miles, lying] cases, was taken up, and on the question, “shall the 
in a curve formed by the river from which it takes| bill pass 7” 


its name. 


I'e gives the churches at 1600. Of these 
11 were cathedrals and 271 parish churches, the rest 
either belong to the convents, or are private chapels. 


It was determined in the affirmative, 25 to 5. 
Those who voted in the affirmative were, . 
Messrs. Anderson, Bibb, Cutts, Dana, Gaillard, 


The public edifices or palaces were 44. He says|German, Giles, Gilman, Goodrich, Gregg, Horsey, 
more in commendation of the plan of the city than|Howel!, Hunter, Lambert, Lloyd, Magruder, Pope, 
of its buildings, more of the riches of public struc-| Posey, Robinson, Sinith of Md. Smith of N. Y. Tait, 
tures than of the improvements of domestic life.| Taylor, Turner and Varnum. 


The city he represents in four circles, which lay one 
The interior circle, or fortress, is 


within another. 


Those who voted in the negative were, ; 
Messrs. Brent, Campbell of ‘Ten. Crawford, Frank- 


distinguished by its structures, and it was sur-|lin and Worthington. 


rounded with thick walls and towers, defended by 
canpon and secured by moats and ramparts. The|tatives took up the re 
in which commerce. is transaeted, had|whole, on the report of the committee of ways and 


second €i 
ahigh wall around it, with towers and bulwarks. 
The third circle is named from a white wall which 
surrounds it. The fourth circle was surrounded 
with ramparts of earth, which enclosed the other 
three, and ‘contained within it about 17 wersts, the 
werst being ahout 3500 English feet, and the Eng- 
hish mile 5280 of the same feet, so that it is larger 
than London, and without a sixth part of the popu- 
lation of London. In the eighth edition of Busching, 
in 1787, he gives the circumference at 26 wersts, and 
describes the city. as having 260 parish churches, 708 
stone and 11,810 wooden buildiugs, and 85,731 male 
and 87,053 femalé inhabitants in 1770. It does not 
appear that any favorable change had, been made in 
its fortifications. In this period, Mr. Coxe was. xt 
Moscow, and introduced to the celebrated Muller, 
of whom he has given an account, and from whom he 
could receive the most correct information. Mr. 
Coxe says afine view of Muscow can be had from 
an-emuinerce afew miles from the city. Me affirms 
tliat there are above 1000 pisces of sforstip in the 


On Monday, the 14th inst. the house of represen- 
rt of the committee of the 


means, relative to the merchant’s bonds, &c: and 
Messrs. Quincy and Widgery spoke in favor of the 
report aid Mr. Vewton against it. 

On Tuesday, the bill from the senate respecting 
the merchant’s bonds, ferred to above, was twice 
read, and a motion was made by Mr. Bidd to posi- 
pone the subject indefinitely—after debate the house 
adjourned without a decision. 

On Wednesday, Mr. Quincy submitted a motid?, 

the purport of which was to ascertain the names. of 
the officers under commodore Predle, who had re- 
ceived swords, &c. in consequence of a resolution of 
conatees of March, 3, 1805, appropriating $20,000 
for that purpose—which was agreed to. 
The house resumed the consideration of Mr. Bidd’s 
motion relative to the merchant’s bonds, and the veas 
and nays being required, were—for indefinite post- 
ponement 61—against it 63. The bill from the senate 
was finally refGrred to the commiitee.of ways ang 
mc..Hs. 

The house then went into a committee of the 





city, of which 199-are of britk, 


pwhote on « hit trom the senate for in¢reasitg’ the 
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navy. This'bill contemplates the building of four 
ships of the line, and six heavy frigates. After some 
time spent therein, the commitice rose, reported 
progress, and had leave to sit again. 








American Prizes. 
WEEKLY LIST—CONTINUED FROM PAGE 209. 


“The winds and seas are Britain’s wide domain, 
*Aud not a sajl without permission spreads !” 

4 itlish Naval Register. 
277. The schooner America, of Newdurvport, sent 
‘Into Salem, by the privateers Fame, Industry and 

Promo, laden with salt. qpThese privateers, pass- 
ing fndian island, a British post, were fired upon by 
“the chemy. They returned the compliment, and de- 
‘termined to scize all the vessels then lying there. — 
Thev succeeded only in getting their neighbor's ves- 
scl out, the rest being rug on shore. She is good 
prize, for trading with the enemy. 
278. Brig , for Jamaicu—n valuable vessel, 
sent into New London by the Joel Barlow privateer. 





279. Schooner John Bull, a king’s packet, out of 


New-Providence, chased on shore on Crooked island, 
by the Rover of New-York. 

280. Ship Argo, from a South-sea voyage for Lon- 
don, carrving 10 guns and 2 swivels, witha lurge 
number of small arms, and 26 men; laden with 1400 
casks of oil and 15 tons of whale-bone—taken off the 
Western islands by the U S. frigates President and 
Congre-+s.—(Sce com Rodgers’ letter.) This is a 
Very valuable prize, 

231. Frigate MACEDONTAN, 49 guns, and 306 


vessel, only four months out of dock ; a fast sailcr, 
and termed by her late officers the “ Flower of Old 
England.” She is to be immediately fitted out—it 
is rumoured that captain Jones, late of the Wasp, is 
to have the command of her. 

282. Ship John Hamilton, 550 tons, mounting 16 
guns, 12 pounders, and 30 men, from Tionduras for 
London, laden with 7U0 tons of mahog.:ny, sent into 
Baltimore by the Dolphin privateer, of that port, af- 
terasmart action, but without the loss of lives on 
either side, though several werc wounded. A fine 

riZe. 

283. Brig , from the Brazils, laden with 
cotton, sent into. the Chesapeake by the U.S. brig 
Arens. 

284. Schooner Loreen, from Martinico for St.Mer- 
tins, laden with sugar and coffee, sent into Philadel- 
phia by the Revenge, of that port. 

285. Brig Bacchus, of Port Glasgow, in ballast— 
sent into S.lein by the Revenge privatcer. 


THE CHRONICLE. 


A report prevailed in London on the 19th Oct. that 
Alexander had solicited an armistice from Bonaparte, 











“which was granted on certain terms dictated hy the 


j Power- 
fill reinforcements to the French have marched from 
various parts for .Woscow. 

Warbetween the Turks and Austrians is expected. 

* Sometimes by fire! ”+-Cosnzerr. Several impor- 
tant manufacturing establishme rts in the United 
Siates have lately been destroved by fire. “ Such 
is the ever watchful policy of Barraty.” 

Colonel James Burbozm, is re-elected governor of 
Virginia, without opposition. 


batter as preliminary to a treaty of peace. 


General Abner Laycock has been elected a senator| 13th Congress in . Massac 
‘of the United States, for six years from-the 4th of |2—18; and in the totals for 114-08 read 11 
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| 











March next, by the legislature of Pennsylvania, in 
the place of Mr. Gregy.—The votes were for Mr. 
Laycock 63; Mr. D. Mentgomery 26; Mr. J. Wea- 
ver 6: and Mr. James Brady 22. The three fist 
were supported by the “yvepubl cais.” 

A. nephew of the buron de Buetueil, one of the 
ministers of Louis XVI. obtained a livelihocd at 
Hamburgh, a few months since, by sweeping the 
streets. | 

Many have read and admired governor Plumer’s 


{speech to the legislature of New-Hampshire, inserted 


in the Reeisrer a short time ago. Such will be 
pleased to lexrnthat the sentiments therein expressed 
liave been fully supported by the vote of each bouse 
on their replics, as customdry. Inthe senate 7 to 5 
—in the house of representatives 93 to 77. 

A Spanish vessc}, so called arrived at Boston from 
Cadiz, was overhauled by an Algerine cruzer, and 
«fier a very careful examination of her Mediteranesn 
pass, suffered to procced. The Algerines particu- 
tarly enquired how many American vessels Were at 
Cadiz, &e, 

* Fankee ingenuitu.”—For many yeats the British 
have been in the habit of manufucturing our ship- 
ping papers. Our folks are returning the compli. 
nient, and ave daily engaged ih m:king British lic 
censes, to trade to Spain, Portugal St. Barihole- 
mews, &c. 

Virginia Legislature, Dec.9.—John Taylor, return- 
ed as a delegate from the county of Lunenburg. Mr. 
T. asked to be dispensed tiom taking the Duelling 
oaih, previous to his t.king his seat. The report of 
the committee was unf..vorable. A notion was made 


men, sent into NewYork by the frigate United States ji the house to amend the report, so zs to dispense 


b 
¢ ptain Decatur. (See oficial account page 253.) I he | 


Micedonian is a frigate of the first class—a new| ger 
, {members of the legush:ture, Was 10 create a disqual- 


with the oxth. This amendment was urged on the 
ground, that to impose the duelling oath upon the 


ification not recegnized by the constitution of the — 
stuie, and that it was therefore contrary to the consti- 


‘tution. After a long and animated discussien in which 


the zmendment was supported by Mes«rs.Robertson, 
Archer and Leigh, and opposed by Messrs. Noland, 
Biackburn, Barbour, Currie, Thompson and Mer- 
cer, the question was put and the amendment lost— 
Ayes 19, Noes 147. The report of the committee 
was then agreed to. 

Elizubethiown, ( MJ_) Dec. 8.—Last Sabbath day 
as the neighbors were assembled at the house o 
Wiliam Green, in the township of Springfield, for 
the purpose of attending the funeral obsequies of 
his son Jaron Green, the beams of the floor cn which 
they stood suddenly gave way, and about’ seventy 
persons, mostly females, together with the deceased, 
were precipitated into a decp cellar, where they lay 
mingled with chairs, tables, chests and other funi- 
ture, inone promiscuous heap. The groans of those 
who were thus buried beneath their fe-low-sufferers 
—the cries of others who were severely bruised, the 
agonizing screams of mothers for their infant clii- 
dren, forcibly torn from their arms, togeth«r with 
the coffin, shattered to picces, all formed a scene 
equally novel, unexpected and distress.ng. By the 
exertions of the neighboring men, who surrounded 
the house, the sufferers were soon exiricated from 
the ruins—and we are happy to add, that although 
most of them suffered some slight injury, yet not 
one bone was broken, nor, as far as we can lean, 
one drop of blood shed. 

AEF RE ALR GE 4 9 0 

Erratrm in the table in the last No. page 232. 
The correct return of votes being received, it ap- 
pears that two republicans have been elected to the 


husetts—for 1—19 read 
Foal? 





